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AeBcKU. 

Xpucmo EomeB nuiue, Me mou e EguHunm cuh Ha Mauna BbAaapua, 
Koumo 8ucu Ha 6ecuAKama ct>c cmpauiHa cuAa. 

Hur e ma3U 6ecuAKa? 

Ha OcwaHCKama uMnepua? Uau cu e Hauua? 

Ome no-KOHKpemHo - cocfcuucKa ...? 

KaKmo u ga omeoBapflwe - noomgeAHO uau 6 KOM6uHai^UH, y MeH 8e- 
Me e L|3pflAo gpyao cmpaiuHo u3peMeHue. AAa Heu^ama 6 Heao ca npe- 
o6bpHamu. 

Be38po6eH, c pa3nuAeHU Kocmu, AeBcKU npogbAHoBa u goceaa He ga 
6ucu, a ga cmou cbc cmpauuHa cuAa He Ha, a go nocAegHomo 6bAaapcK0 
SecuAO. 

A mo e 6ecuAomo Ha 6bAaapcKama cbBecm. 

Ha H680, caMo Ha Heao, CKpumo uau omnpumo, no-paHo, uau no-Kbe- 
ho, ho BuHaau moHHo omcbgeHo u c Mflpna npeiwepeHo 6ecu, uau gpyao 
ompewga HapogHama c8flcm. BbpxoBHuam cbgufi u B naAaMbm" Kpau mo- 
6a 6ecuAo e AeBcKU. Tou e cbBecmma. 06eceHama HflKoaa „Heuge Kpau 
apag Coqbua" cbBecm 6bAaapcKa. 

AeBcKU - cbMemaHue Ha HecbHemaeMomo: MeKomama u meAfl3Hama 
nAbmHOcm; HewHocmma 6 aypama u neAUMHama 8oaa; MopaAHama 
ge6cm8eHocm u ByAKaHUMHama o6u^ecm8eHa nomeHmHocm; necmHume 
cuhu omu u cmoMaHeHama go6poma 6 mflx.To3u HeMoBeuwu, ce6eompu- 
i^ameAeH, KocMonoAumeH geMonpamu3bM, Koumo u 6 XXI 6eK ce mbpcu 
c MUKpocKon u Bee He ce HaMupa ... 

Xpucmo BomeB nuiue 3a AeBcKU, Me e „... HeMym xapawnep". 

U)o e mo? 

Hu Mym, hu BugaH? 

1/iBaH Ba3o6 nuuie: „... 4>aHmoM uau cflHKa". 

flyx au e AeBcKU? CaMo gyx au e? floiubA u cu omuiubA? flyx u Ma- 
mepufl au e, KaKmo Kpbu^aBa npoMymama cu m8op6a Maucmopbm Ha 
MpaMopa Angpeu HukoaoB? 

MMa au U3o6a\o manaBa 6bAaapcKa Mamepun, Koamo ga eo OAUi^em- 
BopaBa? OcmaHaAa au e, mpaHc4)opMupaAa au ce e u Kan ga n pa3no3- 
HaeM? 

OmKbge uge u HaKbge omuBa mo3U AeBcKU u Kan MUHaBa npe3 Hac, 
BcuHKume? 

Mewgy KapAoBo u Co<t>ufl v noMemgy nAemeuKu abema u nAbmHa 
Mpema us L\AAama cmpaHa npomuMa wuBom-BugeHue, koakoitio peaAeH, 
i^QOAKoBa u 4>aHmacmeH. KasaHU ca u ca 3anucaHU moAKoBa npawnuMHU 
Bja U3 HeaoBume 6eAe>KHUL\u, peneHu u npepa3Ka3aHU ca moAKoBa 
jipocmu CAoBa, Koumo ca Kamo mbpnyAHamu AeaeHgu u BAege- 
MopeHU SeMHu 6bAaapcKU ceHmeHijuu. 
g e AeBcKU uau cmo cu so u3mucauau? Mucah cu, Me u g8e- 
j'.S^fiBeAUKama ak>6o8. 

/Joq. g-p AAencahigbp AneeAoS 
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Levsky. 

Hristo Botev wrote that he was the Lonely Son of Mother Bulgaria, who 
was suspended on the gallows with a „chilllng force". 

Whose is that gallows? 

Ottoman Empire's or ours? 

More concretely - Sofia's...? 

As well as we answer - separately or in combination, another awful sen- 
tence ripens in me. But the things inside are vice-versa. 

Graveless, his bones scattered, Levsky continues till now not to be sus- 
pended but to stand with great power not upon but beside the last Bulgarian 
gallows. 

And these are the gallows of Bulgarian conscience. 

Upon it, only on it, secretly or clearly, earlier or later, but always exact- 
ly judged and weighed, the people's consciousness hangs or decides oth- 
erwise. The Sublime judge and the „hangman" beside these gallows - this 
is Levsky. He is the conscience. The hanged once „near the town of Sofia" 
Bulgarian conscience. 

Levsky - a combination of the incompatible: the smoothness and the 
iron flesh; tenderness in the charm and steel will; moral virginity and erup- 
tive social potential; the honest blue eyes and the steel goodness inside. 
This inhuman, selfless, cosmopolite democratism, which is sought for 
under the microscope also in the 21st century and is not yet, found. 

Hristo Botev wrote about Levsky, that he was a „.., unprecedented 
character". 

What is this? 

Never heard nor seen? 

Ivan Vazov wrote; „phantom or shadow". 

Is Levsky a spirit? Only spirit? Has he come or left? Is he a spirit or a 
matter, as Andrey Nikolov, the master of the marble nominates his 
renowned work? 

Is there such a Bulgarian material that could represent him? Is it still 
existing, is it transformed and how to recognize it? 

Where does this Levsky come from and where is he going to, and how 
does he pass through us, all of us? 

Netting a dense and compact web between Karlovo and Sofia and all 
over the country, a life-vision passes so real and so fantastic. So many prac- 
tical grains are said and written in his notices, so many exact and simple 
words are told and retold, which are like a rolled down legend. They are 
eternal Bulgarian maxims petrified like the moraines. 

Had Levsky existed or we invented him? I think both are true. Like as 
the great love. 

Alexander Angelov, Ph.D. Associate Professor 
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feopau flatwoe. Ilopmpem Ha BacuA AeBcuu, okoao 1900 8. 
Georgi Dantchov. Portrait of Vasil Levsky, 1900. 



„CAo6omo My, npocmo u 6e3U3Kycm6eHO, 6i>AHy6aiue, cMyu\a6aiue, y6e>Kga6aiue. Omgemo no/Mima, a mou 
MUHa Ha6caio>ge, no gupama cu ocmaBu ho6u AaMmeHun, noSguetiamu 6i>npocu, pa36ygeHu >Ka>Kgu. 
U36ecmHOcmma My 6i>p3o nopactia, 6Ae3Ha 6 xuwama, pa38i>AHy6a epago6eme, u3m>AHu nAaHUHume... AeBcKU 
e u3pa>KeHue Ha egHa cuAa, u3AA3Aa U3 i\eAu 6eKo6e cmpagaHun, U3 ujflA OKeaH yHiuKeHiin..." 



u.fi^z^ 



,,His speech, simple and not artificial, agitated, confused, convinced. Wherever he passed, and he passed every- 
where, he left behind him new cravings, posed questions, awaked avarice. His popularity grew up, entered the hut, 
excited the towns, filled up the mountains... Levsky is the expression of a power coming from complete centuries of 

sufferings and a whole ocean of humiliations..." 

Ivan Vazov 
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BACMA AEBCKU B COOMfl 




VASIL LEVSKY IN SOFIA 



B Hatuama ucmopufl BacuA Ae8cKU e egHa om Hau-6e3cnop- 
Hume AUMHocmu. HeaoSomo npucbcm6ue 8 6bAaapcKomo o6me- 
cm6o e 6uao BuHaeu u me 6bge mpauHo, peaAHo, >ku6o u BbAHy- 
6aino. B HapogHomo cb3HaHue, iwanap u nbpBuHHO, ho 8 CAynafl 
6e3no8peujHO, BacuA AeBcKu e ynogoSeH Ha anocmoA, HanoM- 
Hflin cnog8u>KHUL\ume Ha HanaAomo Ha xpucmuflHcmBomo. Ha- 
pogbm 20 Hapene u AnocmoAa, u „c8emeii ao 3o8euje", u 6au Ba- 
cua, u flflKOHa, 3a Huemo u36a6AeHue mou ce 6e o6peKbA. C mo- 
3U 8eAUHecm8eH o6pa3 u 6o>Kecm8eH o6em BacuA AeBcKu e 
npe6u8a8aA 8 Codpun HeegHOKpamHO, npuBAunaA, mbpcuA u Ha- 
MupaA cnog8u>HHUL\u, a npeMewguama My ca 8b3KpeceHu 8b8 
BbAHyBamim pa3Ka3 Ha H8aH Ba3o6 „AnocmoAbm 8 npeMewgue". 

3a nbp8u nbm 3a6bp3aH, 3agbxaH, BacuA AeBcnu npeMUHaBa 
npe3 CodpuR npe3 nbpBama noAo8uHa Ha Mapm 1862 aoguHa, 
omuBauKU KbM EeAapag, 3a ga ce 3anucAU 8 Aeaunma Ha l~. C. Pa- 
koBcku. Tana oiqe nbpBume My cmbnKU 8 peBoAfoiiuoHHomo gBu- 
weHue, omeKBam, MaKap u 6e3 KOHKpemeH aHaawuMeHm, no mu- 
xume yAuu,u Ha cmapufi apag, CMbAHaH u cmeHew, nog BAacmma 
Ha nopo6umeAH. A KaKmo caM nuwe 6 egHO c6oe nucMo: „A3 cbM 
nocBemuA ce6e cu Ha OmeHecmBomo cu ou^e om 61 -Bo (Aemo) 
ga My cAyma go cMbpm u ga pa6omH no HapogHama Boaa", mo 
CodpuR c ocHoBaHue Mowe ga ce aopgee, Me e egHa om nbpBume 
cnupKU Ha AnocmoAa no Heao8ufl CAaBeH u cmpaiueH nbm KbM 
c8o6ogama Ha BbAaapun. 

CAeg oceM aoguHU cbc „cbpi(e nopacAO u 3a Kpbcm aomoBo" 
BacuA AeBcKu e 6 Coc|)Ufl, ho mo3u nbm c ucmopunecKa mucua. 
Ilpe3 1870 aoguHa, no BpeMe Ha mpemama cu o6uKOAKa U3 BbA- 
aapcKO, AnocmoAa e myK u npe3 eceHma Ha cbinama aoguHa oc- 
HoBaBa HacmeH peBoAKDi^uoHeH KOMumem, 8 Muumo cbcmaB 6au- 
3am: Xpucmo T. Cmo«Ho8 - npegcegameA, Xpucmo KoBaneB - 
ceKpemap, fluMumbp HomapoB - Kacuep, u HAeHoBe - Cmo^H 
MaAUHoB u fluMumbpTpauKoBuH. Cnog8u>KHUL\u u cbnpuMacmHu- 
u,u 8 c8Rmomo My geAO ca Bugnama coc{)uucKa 6b3po>KgeHCKa 
geameAKa l/lopgaHKa 0UAapemo6a, 8 nuumo goM omcaga He- 
BegHbw u Kbgemo ce yupuSa KOMumemcKama apxuBa, fluMumbp 
Xag>KUK0L\e8, omei\ TeHaguu 1/lxmuMaHCKU - uayMeH Ha flpaaaAe- 
BcKua MaHacmup, cuaypHO y6e>nume Ha AnocmoAa, xagn<u MaHo 
CmofiHo8 5 Cnac TyMnapo8, MuxauA By6omuHo8, Mumo KauMaK- 



In our history Vasil Levsky is one of the mostly indisputable per- 
sonalities His presence in Bulgarian society was always and will be 
forever lasting, real, alive and exciting. In the people's conscience, 
even primary but in this case without mistake, Vasil Levsky is 
likened to an apostle reminding the followers from the Early 
Christianity. The people called him the Apostle, and „called him 
saint", and uncle Vasil, and the Deacon, for which salvation he had 
consecrated himself. By this great image and divine vow, Vasil 
Levsky stayed in Sofia more than once, he recruited, look for and 
found out co-workers, and his misadventures were resuscitated in 
the Ivan Vazov's exciting story „The Apostle in Danger". 

For the first time Vasil Levsky passed through Sofia in a hurry 
and breathless in early March 1862 when he was on road to 
Belgrad to enroll himself in Rakovsky's Legion. So his very first 
steps in the revolutionary movement resounded even without a 
concrete commitment in the quiet streets of the old town, calm and 
suffering under the rule of the enslaver. And as he wrote in a letter: 
„Already in 1861 I dedicated myself to my country, to serve her until 
death and to do the will of the people," Sofia could be proud that 
she was one of the first stop points of the Apostle on his glorious 
and fearful road to Bulgarian freedom. 

Eight years later „with a heart grown and ready for the crucifix" 
Vasil Levsky was again in Sofia, but this time on historical mission. 
In 1870 during his third tour of Bulgaria, the Apostle was here in the 
fall and founded a Local Revolutionary Committee composed by: 
Hristo T. Stoyanov - chairman; Hristo Kovachev - secretary; and 
members: Stoyan Malinov and Dimitur Traykovich. His co-workers 
in his holy cause were: Yordanka Filaretova, a notable Sofia activist 
from the revival period, in whose home Levsky stayed more than 
once and where the committee archives were kept; Dimitur 
Hadjikotzev, Father Genadi Ihtimanski - Father Superior of 
Dragalevtzi monastery - a safe shelter for the Apostle; Hadji Mano 
Stoyanov, Spas TUmparov, Mihail Bubotinov, Mlto Kaymakchiev, 
Nikola Desev, Atanas Abadjiev, Tzviatko Runtov, Dimitur Mitovich, 
Dimitur Dimov, Manolaki Tashev, Hadji Bone Petrov, Nikola 
Krushkin, Georgi Stoitzev, Stoyan Vardev etc. Many people „from 
every age, sex, profession" were involved in the „dangerous 
cause". Levsky named Sofia Committee by the pseudonym Isaac 
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Mue6, HiiKOAa fleceB, AmaHac A6ag>Kue6, LJBflmKO PyHmoB, flu- 
Mumbp MumoBun, fluMumbp fluMoB, MaHOAaKU TaweB, xag>KU 
BoHe riempoS, HuKOAa KpyumuH, Teopau Cmoui\e8, CmoflH Bap- 
ge6 u gp. B „geAomo onacHo" ca npuBAeneHU xopa „U3 Qcrhor 
8b3pacm, noA, 3aHflmue". 3a npuKpumue Ha Cocf)uucKUfl komu- 
mem BacuA AeBcKu My onpegeAfl nceBgoHUM, 1/lcaaK XauH. Ha 
mo3U KOMumem AnocmoAa 8b3Aaaa U3KAK)MumeAH0 omaoBopHU- 
me 4)yHKL\uu Ha pbKoBogeH iieHrm>p 3a KOMumemume 6 K)ao3a- 
nagHa BbAaapua u MaKegoHua. 3a cbwaAemie KOMumemcKama 
apxuBa e yHUU\o>KeHa cAeg apecma Ha fluMumbp 06il\u, 3a ga He 
nonagHe 8 pbi\eme Ha mypcKume BAacmu, kouido U38bpw8am 
Maco8u apecmu u ycuAeHo U3- 
gupBam Ae6cKU. 3a cbcmaBa u 
geuHoemma Ha KOMumema U3- 
noA38aMe KocBeHa uHcf)opMa- 
[\un, npoBepeHa u ucmopuMec- 
ku goKa3aHa. I/I npegu, u CAeg 
cb3ga8aHemo Ha CocftuucKUfl 
KOMumem Ae8cKU o6uKaAH ce- 
Aama okoao Codpun, Koumo 
ceaa ca 6 Hepmume Ha apaga: 
BupuMupi\u (gHec K8apmaA 
„BeHKo8cKu"), fbpy6AflHe, lep- 
MaH, Bpa>nge6Ha, l~laHMape8o, 
CAamuHa, Bucmpui^a, riogye- 
He u gp. ripegnoAasa ce, Me 8 
hhkou om max AnocmoAa oc- 
HoBaBa KOMumemu, KaKBumo 
ca mBbpgeHUflma, Me 8 kB. 
„BeHKo8cKU", 8 Kbinama Ha Be- 

Ae MumpeB e cb3gageH peBoAK)L\uoHeH KOMumem. CocJDuucKume 
mauHU cb3aKAFimHUL\u Hau-Mecmo ce cb6upam 6 xaHo6eme Ha 
xagwu BoHe riempoB, Koumo ca ce HaMupaAu Ha Coahu na3ap u 
okoao gBopei^a BpaHa Ha UapuapagcKo tuoce, 6 xaHa Ha flu- 
Mumbp TpauKo8uM, HaMupatL\ ce k»kho om nepKBama „C6. Hege- 
ah". KbM 6e3cnopHume, ucmopuMecKU goKa3aHU c})aKmu MomeM 
ga npuo6muM u cAegBamume noceo\eHUfl 6 Cocfrufl, ompa3eHU B 
mec})mepMemo My. Ha gfiaHagecemu u mpuHagecemu geKeM8pu, 
1871 a. 3aegH0 c fluMumbp O6o\u BacuA AeBcKU e 8 Cocjxia TyK 
ocmaBam Memupu-nem gHU 6 XagwuMaHoBun xaH (HaMupam ce 
Ha yA. „l/lcKbp", Ha Mflcmomo Ha gHeiuHua aapam Ha MuHucmepc- 




lAocucp 06ep6ayep. VAUu,a JhpaoBcna" c 6e3ucmeHa. 
Joseph Oberbauer. Turgovska Street with the Bazaars. 



Halm to cover it. Levky assigned to Sofia Local Revolutionary 
Committee the exclusively responsible functions of head center of 
the committees in Southwestern Bulgaria and Macedonia. It's 
regrettable that the committee's archives were destroyed after the 
arresting of Dimitur Obshti to avoid they get in the hands of Turkish 
authorities, which carried out massive arrests and searched Levsky 
intensely. We use indirect but historically verified and proved infor- 
mation on the membership and the activity of the committee. 
Before and after the foundation of Sofia Committee, Levsky toured 
the villages surrounding Sofia, which are today inside the city: 
Berimirtzi (today's Benkovski ward), Gorubliane, German, 

Vrazhdebna, Pancharevo, 
Slatina, Bistritza, Poduene etc. 
Presumably Levky founded 
committees in some of these vil- 
lages, as the allegations claimed 
that in Vele Mitrev's house a rev- 
olutionary committee had been 
created. Sofia secret co-workers 
met together usually in the inns 
of Hadji Bone Petrov which 
were on the Salt Market and 
round the Vrana palace on 
Constantinople road, as well as 
in Dimitur Traykovich's inn to the 
South of Saint Nedelya Church. 
We may add to the indis- 
putable, historically proved 
facts, the following visits in 
Sofia, which were mentioned in 
his notebook. On December the 12 and 13, 1871 Levsky was in 
Sofia together with Dimitur Obshti. They stayed there for 4-5 days 
in the Hadji Mano's inn (situated on Iskar Street on the place of the 
today's garage of the Council of Ministers). Probably they organ- 
ized in Traykovich's inn a meeting of Sofia Committee. During these 
days, on 14th and 15th December Vasil Levsky was again in 
Dragalevtzy monastery after that he passed through the Vulcho's 
inn in Vrazhdebna from where he left Sofia going to Lovech via 
Tashkesen (today's village of Sarantzi). 

During 20 months, since June 1870 to the end of 1871, Levsky 
fulfilled an unbelievably great ideological and political organization- 
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Kim cb8em.) BepoflmHO 8 xaHa Ha TpauKo8un op2aHU3upam 
c6upKa Ha KOMumema. nan npe3 me3u gHU, Ha HemupuHagecemu 
uau nemHagecemu geKeMBpu, BacuA AeBcKU e 6 flpaaaAeBcKUfl 
MaHacmup, CAeg Koemo MUHaBa npe3 BbAMoBua xaH 8 c. Bpaw- 
ge6Ha, omKbgemo HanycKa Cocjdua Ha nbm KbM AoBen npe3 Taw- 
KeceH (gHec c. CapaHi\u). 

B npogbAweHue Ha gBagecem Mecei^a, om kdhu 1870 2. go 
Kpaa Ha 1871 a. AnocmoAa U38bpuj8a 
HeuMo8epHO eoAHMa ugeuHO-noAumu- 
necKa u opaaHU3aL\uoHHa geuHocm. Oc- 
HoBaHa e BbmpeuiHama peBoAfoi^uoHHa 
op2aHU3ai\ufl, u38pageHU ca nacmHu 
pe8oAK)L(uoHHU KOMumemu, npuo6meHU 
ca KbM 6op6ama MHoao6pouHu yHacm- 
hul\u, cbMULUAeHUL\u u cnog8u>KHUi\u. 
Pa3pa6omeH e ripoeKmoycmaBa (Hape- 
gama) Ha op2aHU3au,UHma, 3a Muemo 
o6cb>KgaHe BacuA AeBcKU noAa2a U3K- 
AK)MumeAHU ycuAUfl. Ha6upa cpegcm8a 
3a opbwue, nogaomBfl Hapoga 3a 6yHm, 
3a c8o6oga. B Kpaa Ha Meceij geKeM8pu 

1871 z. u HanaAomo Ha Mecei\ AHyapu 

1872 2., AnocmoAa e 8 llAe8eH, Kbgemo 
npa3Hy8a UMeHHUfl cu geH - BacuAbo6 
geH. UflAomo My BHUMaHue npe3 HoBa- 
ma aoguHa e HaconeHO KbM nog2omoB- 
Ka 3a 8ceo6mo 8bcmaHue. 

I/I mana go Apa6aKOHauiKUfl o6up Ha 
22 cenmeMBpu 1872 2. ApecmyBaHUflm 
fluMumbp 06mu Ha 24 OKmoMBpu 
cbinama 2oguHa oine npu nbpBume pa3- 
numu npaBu nbAHU pa3Kpumufl, nocAeg6a- 
hu om MH02o6pouHU apecmu Ha KOMumemcKU geut\u. AeBcKU 3a- 
mucah ocBo6o>KgeHue Ha 3am8opHUL\ume B Co$ufl u no mo3u no- 
Bog nocemaBa 2paga 6b8 BpeMemo Memgy 1 u 18 geKeMBpu, ho 
no-KbCHO ce omKa38a om nAaHa cu npeg onacHocmma om ho8 
npoBaA. Kbge e omcegHaA myK e Heu36ecmHO. llbmyBa Hen- 
peKbCHamo, 6e3 omgux U3 KDmHa BbAaapun. Om „mauHa Kbi^a" 
nuoie nucMa go Toaam U36op, go AoBen, go Xpucmo 1/IBaHoB - To- 
AeMUfl. ToBa ca nocAegHume My nucaHUfl, u om ma3u „mauHa kv 
u^a" mpbaBa 3a AoBen, Kamo omHo8o ce om6u8a 8 Co<t>im, 3a ga 




BacuA AedcHU 8 yHucpopMa Ha llbpBa 6hA2apcna AeauR, 

cpomoapacpuR om 1869 s., EyKypeiy. 

Vasil Levsky in an uniform of the First Bulgarian Legion. 

Photograph from 1869, Bucharest. 



al work. The Internal Revolutionary Organization was founded, 
local revolutionary committees were created, and many partici- 
pants and co-workers were involved in the struggle. The Statute 
(the Regulations) of the organization was elaborated for which 
deliberation Levsky made exceptional efforts. He gathered funds 
for arming, prepared the people to rebellion, to freedom. In the end 
of December and early January 1872 the Apostle was in Pleven 

where he celebrated his proper name day - 
the Vasil's day. All his attention during the 
New Year was directed to the preparation of 
a general uprising. 

And so on to the Araba-konak robbery 
on 22nd September 1872. The arrested 
Dimitur Obshti since the very first interroga- 
tions made total disclosures followed by a 
series of arrests of committee members. 
Levsky planed the liberation of the prison- 
ers in Sofia and visited on this occasion the 
town between 1st and 18th December but 
he abandoned later his intention in front of 
the danger of a new failure. It is not known 
where he sojourned here. He traveled with- 
out a break, without a respite all over 
Southern Bulgaria. He wrote letters from a 
„secret house" to Goliam Izvor, Lovech, to 
Hristo Ivanov - Golemiya. These were his 
last letters; and from this „secret house" he 
left for Lovech passing again by Sofia to 
receive more complete information about 
the currant trial. From here he continued to 
Karlovo and Sopot, Troyan monastery, and 
on 25th December he was in Lovech, 
which was the headquarters of the Bulgarian Central Revolutionary 
Committee. On the next day at daybreak he had been captured in 
Kukrina inn during an unequal battle with the Turkish policemen. He 
had been wounded but he wounded also a policeman. 

After the preliminary interrogations in Turnovo, under strength- 
en guard, in chains, in a car for prisoners „sherket arabasa", the 
Apostle was brought up to Sofia on 3rd January 1873. He was kept 
indoors in the Turkish barrack situated on Saint Alexander Nevsky 
Square, on the area of the Saint Synod. On 4th January he faced 
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noALjMu no-nbAHa UH(|)opMai\ufl 3a npomuHau\ufl cbge6eH npo- 
\\ec. OmmyK npogbAwaBa KbM KapAoBo, Conom, Tpohhckur Ma- 
Hacmup u Ha 25 geKeMBpu e 6 spaga-cegaAUine Ha BPI4K - Ao- 
8eM. Ha gpyauH geH npu3opu e 3aAo8eH 8 KbKpuHCKomo xaHHe, 
npu mo6a 6 Hepa6Ha 6op6a c mypcKume 3anmuu.TaM mou e pa- 
HeH, ho u paHflBa eguH om mypi\ume. 

CAeg npegBapumeAHume pa3numu 6 TbpHoBo, npu 3acuAeHa 
oxpaHa, 0K08aH 8b8 Bepuau, 6 KOAa 3a 3am8opHui|u „wepKem 
apa6aca", AnocmoAa e goKapaH 8 Cocjdua KbCHo Benepma Ha 3 
AHyapu 1873 2. 3am6opeH e 6 kuaua Ha mypcKama Ka3api\/ia, Ha- 
Mupama ce Ha nAomag „C6. AAeKcaHgbp HeBcKu", 6 pauoHa Ha 
gHeiuHama capaga Ha C8. CuHog. Ha 4 RHyapu e u3npa6eH npeg 
cneL\uaAHama CAegcm8eHa komucua, 02Aa8fl8aHa om Aau Cau6 
nawa. l~lpoi\ecbm ce npo6e>Kga 8 KOHaKa u myK npu eguH om pa3- 
numume AeBcKU npu3Ha6a, He e ug6aA caivio mpu nbmu 6 Codpun. 
Pa36upa ce, npu3HaHuemo e Kamo i\flAomo My noBegeHue npeg 
cbga, npeg Koumo nogMepma8a, Me HUK020 He no3Ha8a, Me huiho 
He 3Hae u ne e caM 8 6op6ama. BacuA Ae8cKu e ocbgeH Ha 
cMbpm. ripucbgama e npou3HeceHa Ha 14 AHyapu, a Ha 22 AHya- 
pu cyAmaH A6gyA A3uc nognucBa upage (yKa3), c Koemo 
nom6bp>Kga6a CMbpmHama npucbga. Ha 6 (J)e6pyapu cmap cmuA 
BacuA Ae8cKU e o6eceH 6au3o go Mflcmomo, Kbgemo gHec ce U3- 
gu2a naMemHUKbm My. 

Codpun npueMa 3a6uHaau 6 3eMflma cu mo3u BeAUK cuh Ha 
EbAaapufl u 3aegHo c KapAoBo u AoBeM onepmaBa ucmopuMec- 
kua nbm KbM 6e3CMbpmuemo Ha AnocmoAa. 

B mo8a u3gaHue 3a nbp6u nbm ca BKAtoneHU ucmopuHec- 
ku goKa3aHU Mecma, Kbgemo e omcagbA uau ce e yKpu6aA 
AnocmoAa. Be3 npemeHL\uu 3a u3HepnameAHocm, noconeHU 
ca MaAKO U36ecmHU o6eKmu, hrkou om Koumo ca 3aAuneHU 
om Kapmama Ha Co(J)ur 8 pe3yAmam Ha HeuHomo pa38umue 
npe3 aoguHume. l/l3gaHuemo 6b3KpecH6a naMemHU Mecma, 
Koumo ewegneBuemo 8U npaBu He3a6eAe>KUMU. Pa3Kpuma e B 
egbp mpux npu3HameAH0cmma Ha co<}3UflHi\u KbM BeAUKomo 
geAo Ha AnocmoAa - u32pan<gaHemo Ha naMerrmuKa 8 Kpa« Ha 
XIX 8eK 8 6AU30cm go 6ecuAomo, nocma8eHume no-KbCHO 
6K)cm-naMemHUL\u u naMemHU nAonu, UMeHyBaHemo Ha yMU- 
Auma, HumaAuma, cnopmHU KOMnAeKcu, yAUL\u, 3a ga 6bgeM 
6uHa2u c Ae8cKU u mou c Hac. 



the Special Inquiry Committee headed by Ali Saib Pasha. The trial 
was carried out in the Konak and during one of the interrogations 
here Levsky confesses that he had come in Sofia only three times. 
Certainly his confession was like his entire behavior before the 
court where he outlined that he had no known anyone or anything 
and he had been alone in the struggle. Vasil Levsky was sentenced 
to death. The verdict was pronounced on 14th January and on 22th 
Sultan Abdul Aziz signed an irade (decree) confirming the sen- 
tence to death. On the 6th February by the Julian calendar, Vasil 
Levsky was hanged near the place where the monument to him 
stand nowadays. 

Sofia took forever in its womb this great Bulgaria's son and 
together with Karlovo and Lovech outlined the historical road to the 
Apostle's immortality. 

For the first time the historically proven places where Levsky 
stayed and concealed himself are gathered in this edition. 
Unpretending any comprehensiveness, the album reveals low 
knew sites that some of which were erased from the map of Sofia 
in result of its reconstruction according its position as Bulgarian 
capital. The edition resuscitates memorable places that our every 
day meetings with make unremarkable because of today's fast and 
dynamic world. The edition outlines the gratitude of Sofia citizens 
towards the great work of the Apostle: the construction of the mon- 
ument in the end of the 1 9th century nearest to the place of the gal- 
lows, the busts and the plaques put later, the schools named to 
him, the library clubs, the sports' centers and the streets, we to be 
forever with Levsky and he with us. 

Ellnka Boyadzhieva 

President of Sofia Committee „Vasil Levsky" 



EAUHHa EoRgmueBa 

llpegcegameA. Ha CocpuucKUR KOMumem „BacuA AeBcnu" 









BacuA CmouAoB. AeBcuu ocHoBaBa KOMumem. 
Vasil Stoilov. Levsky is setting up a committee. 



„...u Hue cyvie xopa u ucKaMe ga >Kii6ee/vt qo6euiKu, ga 5T>geM c6o6ogtiu c m>Ana c6o6oga 6 3e/viflma 
hu, maM, agemo >Ku6ee 6-bAeapuirbm: 6 E~bA2apua, TpaKun u MaKegoHua;..." 

BacuA AeBcuu. I/I 3 gonucna go 8-k „C8o6oga". 1871 a. 

„...we are also people and want to live in a human manner, to be free with a whole freedom on our 
land, where Bulgarians live: in Bulgaria, Thrace and Macedonia;..." 
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Vasil Levsky. From a report to the newspaper „Freedom". 1871 
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l/locu<p OSepdayep. l/l32Aeg om Cocpun c vacoBHUKoBama HtjAa. 
Joseph Oberbauer. A View of Sofia with the Clock Tower. 



„...gHec 6 ceAomo 2Ayxo, ympe 6 hrkou epag 
2o6opeiue mautio 3a 6au>khuu npeBpam, 
3a 6yHm, 3a c6o6oga, 3a CAAi>pmma, 3a epoS^m 
u ne 6pewe e 6ene ga 6T>3cmaHe poS^m;..." 

I/I3 cmuxomBopeHuemo „Ae6cKu" om 1/IBaH Ba3o6 



„...today in the remote village, tomorrow in a town 
He spoke secretly about the near turn, 
About rebellion, freedom, death, grave 
And that's time the slave to revolt;..." 



From the poem „Levsky" of Ivan Vazov 
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AAPECMTE HA AnOCTOAA 

B CCXDMfl 




THE ADDRESSES OF THE 

APOSTLE IN SOFIA 





l/locucp 06ep6ayep. )KumHU na3ap. 
Joseph Oberbauer. The Grain Market. 



Mewgy gHeuiHume yAuu,u ,,1/lcKhp", „Bec/\eq", „CepguHa" 

u Bbpxy nacm om mepeHa 
Ha MuHepaAHama 6aHR ce e HaMupaA >KuniHUH na3ap. 
Between today's streets Iskar, Vesletz and Serdica and 
upon a part of the Mineral Baths' area was situated the 

Grain Market. 



Kpbcmo6umemo Ha yAUU,ume ,,1/lcKbp" 

u „BecAeu," gnec. Ha yA. ,,1/lcubp" N? 2 

(aapawa Ha MuHucmepcKun cbBem) e 6ua 

xana Ha xagmu MaHo CmonHoB - cuaypHO 

y6emun\e Ha AeBcnu 

The crossroads of Iskar and Vesiets streets 

today. On 2, Iskar Steet (Council of Ministers' 

garage) was Hadji Mano Stoyanov's inn - a 

safe shelter to the Apostle 





B xaHoBeme Ha xagmu Bone flempoB Ha Liapuapagcno moce (6 6AU30cm go gBopeu,a Bpana) u Ha Coahu na3ap 6 ce6epo3anagHama nacm Ha 5yA6aHK ca ce 

cb6upaAU KOMumemcKume geuu,u om Cocpun u onoAHume ceAa. Tyn AnocmoAa e nampaA nogcAOH. 
The Committee members from Sofia and surrounding villages gathered in the inns of Hadji Mano on Constantinople road near to Vrana palace and on Salt Market to the 

Nordwest part of Bulbank. The Apostle found there a safe shelter. 
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Kbo^ama Ha BeAe MumpeB 6 c. BupuMupu,u, gnec kB. „EeHKo8cKu". Cnopeg HapogHama nan/iem mux AnocmoAa ocHoBaBa vacmen pe8oAtou,uoHeH KOMumem 

npe3 1871 2. 
Vele Mitrev's house in Berimirtzi village, today's Benkovski ward. According to people's memory Levsky founded here a Local Revolutionary Committee in 1871. 




JQoMbm Ha 1/lopgaHHa 0UAapemo8a, 
Houmo ce e nauupaA na gneiuHama 
UAUu,a „AAa6uH" N°36. Tljk AeBcKu e 6ua 
yecm aocm u HeBegnb>H ce e ynpuBaA. 
The house of Yordanka Filaretova, situat- 
ed on 36, Alabin Street. Levsky was a 
frequent guest here and concealed him- 
self more than once. 




KBapmaA Bpawge6Ha - B 
6AU30cm go moBa Mncmo ce e 
HanjiupaA BbAHoBun xan, 
Hbgemo vecmo e omcngaA 
AnocmoAbm. 

Vrazhdebna village - near to this 
place was Vulcho's inn where 
Levsky often stayed. 




Ha 30-40 m k»kho om yepnBama „CB. HegeAfi* u Ha ceBep om Cbge6Hama naAama, 
Ha gRcnama cmpana na gneujHUR 6ua. „Bumouia" ce e Han/iupaA xaHbm Ha fluMumbp 
TpauKoBuv, U38ecmen namo „rb3UHo u , B Houmo e omcngaA BacuA AeBcuu. 
At 30-40 meters to the south of Saint Nedelya's Church on the right side of today's 
Vitosha Boulevard was Dimitur Traykovich's inn, known as the „Gazino", where Vasil 
Levsky stayed. 
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RpaaaAeBcmnm MaHacmup, vepKBama „C6. Bo2opoguu,a BumouiKa". 
Dragalevtsi Monastery, Saint Virgin of Vitosha Church. 




flpaaaAeBcKunm MaHacmup. Tyn c uzuuena renagu l/lxmuuiaHCKU, BacuA AeBcnu 

nogaomBntue 6AUMHUfi vac Ha HapogHun 6ynm. 

The Dragalevtzi Monastery. Vasil Levsky prepared here with Genadi Ihtimanski, 

Father Superior of the monastery, the forthcoming hour of people's rebellion. 




[IpaaaAeBcKUFim MaHacmup u naMemHama n/iowa, nocBemena 

na BacuA AeBcnu. 
Dragalevtsi Monastery and the memorable plaque dedicated to Vasil Levsky. 



HepuBama „C8ema HegeAfl" no BpeMe Ha OcBo6on<geHuemo 
Ha Cocpufi 1878 a. Ho cnoMeHU Ha cofyuRHyu BacuA AeBcnu e omcngbA myu u e 

yvacmBaA B u^pnoBnume cAym6u. 

Saint Nedelya's Church during the Liberation of Sofia in 1878. According to the 

memoirs of Sofia citizens, Vasil Levsky stayed here and took part 

in the church offices. 
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AnOCTOAH B nPEME)KAME 

1/IBaH Ba3o6 



THE APOSTLE IN DANGER 

Ivan Vazov 



Ha ivmcmomo, gemo ginec ce Kpacy6a KHflwecKUflm 
g6opei\, Ha 1871 soguHa cmoewe cmapuflm BaAuucnu ko- 
HaK, cbc c8oume aoiuu, c6ymaHU, c HenpaBu cmeHU 3ga- 
HUfl, cHa6geHU c 8exmu napgaiju-Kopugopu KbM mecHUfl, 
nocmAaH c KaMbHu g6op, u cbc c8o«ma eoARMa gbp8eHa 
nopma KbM 3anag, Bapgena om gBaMa cmpa>Kapu, omAfiBo 
Ha KOflmo cmbpneuje gwaMun, a omgficHO ce 3eAeHeewe 
aoAHMa 6bp6a c yBucHaAU go 3eMflma kaohu, \i\o egHUHKa 
pag6auue nosAega myKa. 

ripe3 eguH xy6a6 kdhcku geH 6 Hen soguHa U3 KOHaiUKa- 
ma nopma u3AA3oxa 6KynoM hakoako 3anmuema, cnpnxa 
ce Ha MaAKomo MesgaHHe maM, noiuyiuyKaxa cu hakoako 
6peMe, na ce npbCHaxa no pa3HU nocoKU. 

EguH om max, no3Hamua Aau nayw - nepHOKOW, 6pa- 
gam, c 8py6o u nognyxHaAO Aui\e mypnuH - yAo6u napiuu- 
flma - gHec TbpsoBcKa yAuna, - npo6u cu nbm npe3 uiyM- 
huh 8bp6oAfiK, Koumo sbMwewe U3 rrmcHama, c npumuc- 
Hamu u hucku pego8e om 6aKaAHUi\u u g\oHRHU yAUi^a, Ka- 
mo ce BsAegBaiue 8HUMameAHO 6 hhkou AUi\a. Koaamo 
npucmu8Ha npu xaHa Ha TpauKo8uMa, mou ao u38Aega U3- 
numameAHo, KaKmo u KpbMMama My, nonuna MaoiUHaAHo 
pe8oA8epa cu, namo ga ce y6egu, Me e Ha Mflcmomo cu 8 
KaAbcf)a, na nomesAu ga 8Ae3e 8 xaHa. 

ToKy 6 cbu^ufi MU2 egHo 3anmue ce 3aga6aaie omcpe- 
\s\a My. Aau Mayuj ce cnpn go 8pamHHma Ha xaHa u so 6b3- 
HaKa. 

- KaK8o Haynu? - nonuma so mou hucko. 

- ripesAegax, ho maKb6 He HaMepux - omso6opu 3anmu- 
emo, Kamo cu o6puca c Kbpna u3nomeHUH 6pbCHam 6pam. 

- Tu SAega au go6pe? 3anoMHU au xy6a6o? Okoao 
g8aucem u nem soguiueH, pyc, cu6ook, MbpoiaB, cpegeH 
pbcm u c nepHO caKo. l/lgu Ha gpysufl xaH! Hau-MHOso 8Ae- 
gau oHume: cu6u, mhoso cu6u - sbAHeiue Aau nayiu Hacma- 
BumeAHo, a OHume My uspaexa Ha nemupu u 3a6eAe>K6a- 
xa kou MUHy6aiue Kpau xaHa u kou 6A>=i36aiue 6 Heso. 

- Pa36pax, Aau nayai! - u 3anmuemo omuge. 



In 1 871 , on the site of today's beautiful palace of the prince, 
stood the old residence of the Turkish provincial governor with 
its ramshackle buildings which had dilapidated porches and 
corridors overlooking a narrow cobbled yard and with wooden 
gates on the western side where two policemen stood on 
guard, with a mosque jutting out on the left, while on the right 
there was a huge green willow with boughs drooping to the 
ground, the only joy to one's eye. 

On a pleasant day in June that year a group of policemen 
emerged from the gates of the residence, halted in the small 
square, whispered among themselves and then scattered in 
different directions. 

One of them, the notorious Ali Chaush - a swarthy Turk 
with a beard on his rough and puffy face - headed for the 
market - today's Turgovska Street - made his way through 
the noisy mob swarming in the narrow streets with two rows 
of low stalls, while staring intently at the faces of passers-by. 

When he reached Traykovich's inn he looked searchingly 
at it and at the pub, touched his gun as if to make sure it was 
in the holster, and made for the inn. 

At the same moment a policeman was coming from the 
opposite direction. Ali Chaush stopped at the entrance of the 
inn and waited for him. 

„What did you find?" he asked in a low voice. 

„l looked around but could find no such person," the 
policeman replied and wiped a handkerchief his perspiring 
clean shaven neck. 

„Did you look closely? Do you remember the description 
well? About twenty-five years old, blond, grey-eyes, lean, 
average height, wearing a black coat. Go to the other inn. 
Pay most attention to the eyes: grey, very grey" Ali Chaush 
said in admonishment while his eyes noted who passed by 

the inn and who entered it. 

Everything's clear, Ali Chaush." And the policeman went 
on his way. 

The two policemen were talking about Vasil Levsky, 
known as the „Dean", whom they wanted to arrest. 
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To3u pa33o6op Mewgy gBaiviama 3anmuu ce omHacfliue 
3a BacuAH AeScnu, Koaomo mbpcexa ga yAoBflm. 

Ilo mo6a 6peMe HeycmpawuMUflm anocmoA 6ewe 
goweA om riAo6gu6 6 CodpuR, nog npegAoa, Me e mbpao- 
Bei\ Ha BbAHa, ma ycmpoflSawe KOMumema, Koumo no- 
noGAe cmana ucmopimecKu npoMym no o6upa Ha mypc- 
Kama xa3Ha npu Apa6aKOHaK. CocfuucKama noAUijufl, 
npegu36ecmeHa meAeapacjDUMecKU om nAo6gu6cKama 
3a mo8a, 6euje ivRAa Ha KpaK. Pofli\u 3anmuema 6axa 
nycHamu 3a Heao. Aau Hayw, Hau->Ku6imm u cbo6pa3u- 
meAHUflm om rrmx, pbnoBogewe gupeHemo om hakoako 
geHfl u gaBauie HywHume HacmaBAeHUfl Ha noAui^eucKU- 
me xopa, 3aegHO c moMHomo onucaHue Aui^emo u 06- 
AeKAomo Ha pe8oAK>i\uoHepa. 

riponee, gflKOHbm ce HaMupawe 6 aoAAMa onacHocm; 
BuHaau gbp3bK u 6e3cmpauiAu6 go 6e3pa3Cbgcm6o, y6e- 
geH 6 KeKaBocmma Ha mypcKama noAUi\ufl, caivioy6epeH, 
Mowe 6u 6epyK)in 6 36e3gama cu, mbu Kamo goceaa 6e36- 
pou nbmu 6eaie ce u3mbp6a6aA U3 HOKmume Ha BpaaoBe- 
me cu, mou Humo nogo3upawe, He e nogyweH, Humo npu- 
HmeAume My 6 apaga 3Haexa mo6a Heino, 3a ga My gagam 
no-cuaypHo y6emutL\e. 

Ocmpume noaAegu Ha Aau nay wa ce BmpeHHUxa U3nu- 
mameAHO u 8 1/lAHoBomo KacfceHe, Koemo 6ewe 3aAeneH0 
go TpauKo8uHe6ama KpbHMa, u mou 8Ae3e 6 Heao, npegu 
ga 6Ae3e 8 xaHa. 

B KacjDeHemo uMawe nemupu gywu: eguH aocm - 6bA- 
aapuH, egbp, ge6eA, 6b6 cjDpeHCKU gpexu, Koumo nywewe 
HapauAe Ha neunama; Haho Kacfjegwufima, Koumo moneiue 
eguH 6pbCHan Ha n6eAuemo, a npeg oaAegaAomo - hu- 
paKbm My 6pbCHewe gpyau eguH aocm, o6bpHam abp6oM 
KbM 6pamama, c pyca Koca u nepHO wafNeHO caKO. 

Tou 6ewe BacuA Ae8cKU. 

Aau nayiu no3gpa8u 6bAaapuHa c HapauAemo, Koaomo 
no3Ha6aaie, omuge npu nadpegwunm u ao nonuma c pa8- 
HogyiueH yw Bug, ho hucko: 

- HflMa au myKa 6 xaHa, I/Iaho, eguH...mbpao6eiV? - u 
mypHUHbm Hanpa8u onucaHue Ha Aui\emo u Ha gpexume 
Ha gHKOHa. 

- He 3HaM, Aau nay w, a3 8 xaHa ce He Mecn - omao8o- 




reopau Tep3ue6, u/\K>cmpau,un 
Georgi Terziev, /(lustration 

At that time the fearless apostle had come to Sofia from 
Plovdiv disguised as a woollen merchant to organize the 
committee which later became well-known for robbing the 
Turkish treasury at Araba-konak. The police in Sofia were 
warned of his coming by telegraph and were alerted. Ali 
Chaush, the most intelligent of them, had headed the search 
now for several days and kept giving the necessary instruc- 
tions to the policemen, together with an exact description of 
the revolutionary's face and clothes. 

So the Dean was in great danger: always daring and irre- 
pressible to the point of recklessness, convinced of the 
weakness of the Turkish police, self-confident, relying no 
doubt on his lucky star he had until then succeeded in 
escaping innumerable times from the claws of his enemies, 
he never suspected they were after him now, nor did his 
friends in town known of this, so as to ensure for him a more 
reliable hiding place. 

Ali Chaush's sharp eyes scrutinized llcho's coffee-shop, 
which was close to Traykovich's pub and he went there 
before entering the inn. 
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pu Kac{)eg>KUflm u npogbA>Ka6awe 3aHUMaHuemo cu cno- 
kouho, 3aunomo mou He no3Ha8awe AeBcKU, Humo ce uh- 
mepecySawe ga pa36epe 3amo Aau nayw mbpcu maKb8 
Ho8eK. 

- EguH cu8, cyx... - noBmopu Aau Hayiu, Kamo Maiuu- 

HaAHO x8bpAU OHU KbM AeSCKU, Ha K080IDO caMO 8bp6a MO- 

Hcewe ga 8ugu. 

Tor pa32o6op, cmaHaA c HucbK 8Aac, 6uge nym o6ane u 
om gpysume 6 KacfDeHemo. 

PbKama Ha MupaKa 3ampenepa, 6pbCHaMbm ce 3am- 
pece 8 Hen, Kamo Me ucna ga nagHe. Aut\emo My 
npewbAirm om cmpax! BegHomo MOM^e no3Ha8aiue, ne 
6pbCHe AeBcKU. 

Ho ome no6ene ce 6eaie U3MeHUAO Aui^emo Ha egpufl 
6bAaapuH, Koumo Ha neuKama gbpnawe HapsuAemo. Tou 
6ewe no6eAAA Kamo nAamHo: mou 6ewe 8-h Xp. Ko6aHe6, 
npunmeA Ha AeBcKU, u ceaa Buwgawe, ne gflKOHbm e U3- 
sy6eH. 

Aui\emo Ha AeBcKU, Koemo ce ompa>Ka6aLue 6 osAega- 
Aomo, ocmaniue muxo u cnonouHO. Humo egHa wuAa He 
mpenHa no Heso, Humo egHo BbAHeHue He nponbnAU no 
AegHama My cJdu3uohomur To8a Heo6xoguMo, u38bHno- 
6eaiKo cai\/ioo6AagaHue ao He Hanymaiue u 6 Hau-cmpauj- 
Hume onacHocmu, c Koumo 6eiue Hace«H HeaoSuflm He6e- 
ponmeH, npeMe>KgAu8 >nu6om. 

Aau nayiu cegHa Ha neuKama u 3anaAu L\uaapa. 

- KanBo cu mu, Xpucmo ec^eHgu? BoAeH au cu 6ua? - 
nonuma Aau Hayw coc^uflHeL^a, Kamo U32Aega no6AegHfl- 
Aomo My u pa38aAeHo AUiie. 

- Ba... Aau Hayoi... fla... He! Om aopemuHama... - 
u3MbHKa 3aMaflHu«m Ko8aHe8. 

- MoMHe! flpbw xy6a6o 6pbCHana, ne LL\e Me nope- 
weuj! - u38bAHa cmposo AeBcKU Ha MOMHemo. 

TypnuHbm ce u38bpHa He8oAHO KbM MepHomo caKO Ha 
AnocmoAa, na noHHa ga ce pa38o6apn 3a gpe6Hu pa6omu 
c KoBaneBa. 

Jor npoKAemHUK naKa ga ce cSbpoiu 6pbCHeHemo, na 
ga U38Aega gflKOHa 8 Aui\emo... u3sy6eH e!" - noMUCAU cu 
Ko6ane6. Ho 6 man KpumunecKa MUHyma npuMepbm om 
cnoKoucm6ue u XAagHOKpb8ue Ha g^KOHa so o6ogpu, egHo 



There were four men in the coffee-shop: a Bulgarian 
guest, huge and fat, earing French clothes, smoking a 
hookah on the bench; llcho the shopkeeper, who was sharp- 
ening a razor on a strop, while in front of the mirror his 
apprentice was shaving a customer seated with his back to 
the door, a man with blond hair and black coat. 

It was Vasil Levsky. 

Ali Chaush greeted the Bulgarian with the hookah, whom 
he knew, went to the shopkeeper and asked him in a quiet 
voice, as if casually: 

„lsn't there a ... merchant in this inn, llcho?" And the Turk 
described the face and the clothes of the Dean. 

„l don't know, Ali Chaush, I've no business with the inn," 
the shopkeeper replied and went on calmly with his work 
since he did not know Levsky, nor was he interested in find- 
ing out why Ali Chaush was looking for such a man. 

„A grey fellow, slim..." Ali Chaush repeated and mechan- 
ically he cast a glance towards Levsky, whose back alone he 
could see. 

This conversation, conducted in a low voice, was over- 
heard by others in the coffee-shop. 

The apprentice's hand began to shake, the razor jumped 
as if it would drop. His face turned pale with fear! The poor 
boy knew he was shaving Levsky. 

Levsky's face, reflected in the mirror, remained quiet and 
calm. Not a muscle twitched, not a wave of emotion passed 
over his icy complexion. This superhuman self-control did 
not abandon him in the most dangerous situations in which 
his incredibly hard life abounded. 

Ali Chaush sat on the bench and lit a cigarette. 

„What's the matter, Hristo? Have you been taken ill?" Ali 
Chaush asked the young man, observing his pale and con- 
torted face. 

„Ah...Ali Chaush... Yes... No! It's the heat..." Kovachev 
murmured in confusion. 

„Young man! Hold the razor steady, you'll cut me!" Levsky 
remonstrated. 

The Turk glanced at the Apostle's black coat and then 
began small talk with Kovachev. 

„The rogue is waiting for me to finish shaving so as to 
have a good look at the Dean's face... he is lost!" Kovachev 
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6gbXHo6eHue My gouge: mou cu cnoMHU, ne Aau nayw uMa 
egHa MaAKa cAa6ocm - nueiue. 
Tou 80 noKaHu: 

- EgHa panufl He nuBaw au, Aau nayw? TypnuHbm 
npue. 

Tou AKDXHa gBaucemme u nem gpaMa paKua, 3aMAflCKa 
c u3M0KpeHU ycrriHU u c nocBerriAeAU omu u c KAfOMBaHe 
omaoBopu Ha nosgpaBAeHuemo Ha KoBaneBa. 

- B 2opeo\o BpeMe paKunma npoxAawga - 3a6eAewu 
naK KoBaneB, - He 3ano8flgame au ou\e? 

H 6e3 ga qaKa omaoBop, 3apbMa hoBu gBaucem u nem 
gpaMa. TypMUHbm U3nu u max, Kamo cu U3wa6ypKa wyM- 
ho ycmama c Boga. 

3a ga My omBAene cbBbpweHO BHUMaHuemo, KoBaneB 
3apa3npa8fl hucko c AynaBa ycMuBKa HfwaKBa cu CAago- 
cmpacmHa ucmopun 3a egHa waABapAUfl cocjDUfiHKa, U38e- 
cmHa no AeKume cu HpaBu, om Koemo ce u3nbAHUxa c BAa- 
aa oMume Ha CAacmoAK>6uBun mypnuH, Koumo U3nu ow,e 
egHO nemgecemHune, 6e3 ga MuaHe. 

„Cesa e MUHymama ga u3cfDupflca, 6e3 ga 20 cemflm" 
- MUCAewe cu KoBneB, Kamo xBbpAU 6bp3, 3HaMeHame- 
AeH noaAeg Ha AeBcKU, Koumo cmaHa om cmoAa cu u cu 
nonpaBflwe Bpamo6pb3Kama npeg osAegaAomo. 

Ho mou c ymac 8ugfl, He AeBcKU, BMecmo ga ce U3cy- 
au muxuHKo, o6bpHa ce c AUL\e npaBo KbM mypnuHa, 
U3mbpcu ce u 63e ga nAao\a Ha MOMnemo. Aau nayai He- 
Boaho ce o6bpHa u ao noaAegHa. CuBume, achu, cnoKOUHU 
ohu Ha AnocmoAa ce cnocpeo\Haxa c AAUoBume. 

Ha KoBaneBa KOCMume mpbKHaxa Ha aAaBama. 

Ho mou ce OKonumu 3a6Hac. 

- Ha3gpa6e! - no3gpa6u mou AeBcKU ynmuBo, no 
o6unafl. 

- Hecmumo, neAe6u! - no3gpa6u ao u Aau nayiu c egHO 
He6pe>KH0, aiupoKO meMaHe, na ce U36bpHa naK KbM cb6e- 
cegHUKa cu u npogbAwu AaKOMU^ pa3ao6op. 

AeBcKU u3Ae3e U3 Bpamama. 

CAeg noAoBuHa nac Aau nayuj cu cnoMHU Mucunma cu 
u ocmaBu KoBaneBa, na 6Ae3e 6 xaHa, 3a ga npogbA>Ku gu- 
peHemo cu u ga U38Aega socmume. 

B man cbinama MUHyma mpu 3anmuema Kapaxa c 



thought. But at this crucial moment the example of the 
Dean's calmness and composure cheered him up, he had 
an inspiration, he remembered Ali Chaush had a weak spot 
- he drank. 

He asked him: 

„Won't you have some brandy, Ali Chaush?" 

The Turk accepted. 

He swallowed twenty-five grams of brandy, smaked his 
wet lips, his eyes lit up and with a nod he responded 
Kovachev's toast. 

„Brandy has a cooling effect in hot weather," Kovachev 
remarked. „Would you like some more?" 

Without waiting for an answer, he ordered another twen- 
ty-five grams. The Turk drank them, too, and noisily rinsed 
his mouth with water. 

To divert his attention Kovachev began to tell in a low 
voice and with a sly smile a lascivious story about a Sofia 
lady well known for her laxity, at which the eyes of the Turk 
became filmy with lust and he drank another fifty grams with- 
out winking. 

„Now is the time for him to disappear without being 
noticed," thought Kovachev and he cast a quick meaningful 
glance at Levsky, who rose from his chair and began to fix 
his tie in front of the mirror. 

But he was terrified to see that instead of sneaking out 
quietly Levsky faced the Turk, brushed his coat and began to 
pay the young man. Ali Chaush looked at him. The Apostle's 
grey clear and composed eyes met Ali's eyes. 

The hair of Kovachev's head bristled. 

But he immediately regained control of himself. 

„AII the best," he greeted Levsky according to custom. 

„AII the best, sir," Ali Chaush greeted him with a careless 
sweeping bow, and he turned again to his companion and 
resumed the sordid story. 

Levsky went out. 

Half an hour later Ali Chaush remembered his mission 

and left Kovachev to go to the inn and continue his search 

by looking at the guests. 

At that moment three policemen with a triumphant air 
were escorting with bayonets at their backs five scared 
Bulgarians arrested at different inns. 
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Veopsu Tep3ue6, UAiocmpaL^UH 
Georgi Terziev, illustration 



no6egoHoceH 8ug, c muKoBe Ha 8"bp6a um, nemuMa gy- 
luu U3nAaiueHU 6bAaapu, yAo6eHu 6 pa3HU xaHuma. 

I/I nemuMama 6flxa pycu u c Hepmi caKa! 

KoBaMeB npeg 8pamama Ha l/lAMo8omo KacfceHe U32- 
Aemgaiue civiymeH mufl H<epm8u Ha mypcKama gu8omufl. 

B c"binomo 6peivie eguH gpuna8 won 6ogeiue eguH koh, 
Hamo6apeH c 6t>3AuiL\a. 

- He caKaiu au ga mu Kynuiu Ktoiwypo 6e? Oho, e8muHO 
mu au gaBaivi! - u36uKa wona, 

Ko6aMe6 ao noaAegHa, na ce BKaivieHu. 

- Ae6cKu! - U36uKa mou, Kamo ce o3bpmawe nAaxo. 

- HeMeM cuano ... He caKaoi? ...TBoa 8oah, eocnoguHe! 
\A aionbm noSege noAena koha cu Hanpew ... 



All five were blond and wearing black coats! 

Kovachev, standing in front of llcho's coffee-shop, looked 
with embarrassment at these victims of Turkish stupidity. 

Just then a ragged peasant was leading a horse carrying 
loads of charcoal. 

„Will you have my coal? I shall let you have it cheap!" the 
peasant cried. 

Kovachev glanced at him and was petrified. 

„l_evsky!" he cried, looking around in awe. 

„lt's not expensive... Don't you want any?... As you wish!" 

And the peasant led his horse slowly by ... 
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l/locucp 06ep6ayep. CaMOKoBcxuflm Mocm. 
Joseph Oberbauer, The Samokov Bridge. 



„Ae6cKu oSxogu i\rao Coc^uucko, mou 6eiue Ha6cRKi>ge. He ocmaBu Mauacmup, /wemox, Kp^Hwa, 
Kacf>eHe, om KOHaita Ha cocfniiicKUfl 6aAun go nocAegHama KOAuSa. Ty c Auneu npu/wep, my cbc cao6o 

mou cee m6i>pgocm, OKpuAn Bnpama 6 geAama." 

1/13 „Co<puH npe3 BeKoBeme" A. MoHegmunoBa 

„Levsky toured whole the region of Sofia; he was everywhere. He did not leave out any monastery, 
cell, tavern, cafe, from the Konak of Sofia vali to the last hut. Once setting an example, twice by his 
words, he sows firmness and wings the faith in the cause." 



From „Sofia through the centuries." A. Monedzhikova 
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PEAOBE 3A CO(DM5l B TECDTEPMETO HA AEBCKH 
SOFIA LINES IN THE NOTEBOOK OF LEVSKY 

,,A»<o6Homo 6eAe>KHUHe Ha AnocmoAa .... pagito U360PHO cbKpo6uiu,e" ^XuMumi>p CmpauiuMupoB 
„The pocket notebook of the Apostle... a rare source treasury" by Dimitur Strashimirov 

[1871-1872] 



[1871-1872] 


/ iJt^t iXt— ^tTAJJ 


[c. 20] 

Om Cocfrufl 
CaMyuA KDco- 
4)aMe. 1 Moe 


KftJ 


l/lcaaK XauH 2 


^2*^^^H 


npamaHU- 
me mu 


1 tB ^Vtt IlS'S Bmm^B ■ijtt'W 


Ha Tpau[Ko6uH] 
MexMeg 3 ecJDeH- 
gu EgupHeAU 
Ha x. MaHoBbm 




xaH 


B8BWW 


[c. 47] 

B CoCJDUfl 

1/lMaM gyivia - npa- 
meHUKbm me [n] name, 
nbK Ha Heao omaoBo- 


llbpdama Kopuija 

Ha mecpmepvemo. 

Front cover of the 

notebook. 


pbm - CAeg gpyaume 
gyMU. me noBguaHe u 
cfcecbm cu namo He au ao 
HaMecma. 


FlpuSegeHU, 
momo xapna 



[c. 66] 

8 Codpun 

B TaoiKeceH Ha omBow- 
gaHe u 8pbn\aHe 3a Cocf)Ufl 
Mewgy CodpuR u TawKe- 
ceH Ha xaHoBeme 



10 



27 



4.30 



[P- 20] 




From Sofia 




Samuil Yuso- 




fache. 1 Mine 




Isaac Hain 2 




The sent ones 




to me 




To Traykovich 




Mehmed 3 efen- 




di Edimeli 




To h. Manovut 




Inn 




[p. 47] 




In Sofia 




I have a word - the mes- 




sanger will tell it, 




and the answer to him - 




after the other words. 




He will lift his fez 




Like he 
settles it. 


Transferred 
because I spent 



[p. 66] 

In Sofia 

In Tashkesen when leaving 
and coming back to Sofia 
Between Sofia and Tashkes- 
sen to the inns 



10 



27 



4.30 



1. CawiyuA KDcochane - HeycmaHo6eH nce6goHUM 

2. McaaK XauH - nce8goHUM Ha MecmHUfl pe6oAK>u,uoHeH KOMumem 6 CodpuR 

3. B opua. MeeMem - HeycmaHoSeH nce8goHUM 



1 . Samuil Yusofache - unknown pseudonyme 

2. Isaac Hain - pseudonyme of Sofia Local Revolutionary Committee 

3. In the original Meemet - unknown pseudonyme 
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[c. 67] 

BTe[me6eH] Ha fluiviu[mbp] 
B CodpuR Ha fluMu[mbp] 
Bb6 Bpamge6Ha, Co(J)uucko 
Ha fluMumpa, Koaa ga BbpHe- 
we xambm 6 CodpuR 



[c. 89] 

Om ge KaK8o [6]3UMaM: 
npuBegeHU 
om BoHyKooaAy 
om 1/lcaaK XauH 



[c. 94] 

Ha BacuA IAohhoS om TAOHKeHe 

B CodpuR 

TauweceH 



[c. 97] 

Ha fluMumpa 8 

CodpuR 

Bb6 Bpa>nge6Ha 

Ha xaHoBeme coc^uwku 

8 noAemo Ha om8ow- 

gaHe 6 CodpuR u Ha 6pb- 

a\aHe 

npu KyAama Ha 

xaHbm Ha omu8a- 

He u Ha BpbinaHe 6 Coc(3[uh] 



[c. 115] 

Bucmpuna: 3a 

uivia [He] UMa mpu monoAU 

Hapoge ???? 



ripu6ege[Hu], 


[p. 67] Transferred 


momo xapna 


because I spent 
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In Teteven to Dimitur 


42 


In Sofia to Dimitur 42 


7 


In Vrazhdebna, Sofia district 7 




To Dimitur, when he was to turn back 


126 


the horse in Sofia 126 




[p. 89] 




What I take from where: 




transferred: 




from Bochukooglu 1 


297 


from Isaac Hain 297 




[p. 94] 




To Vasil Yonkov from Glozhene 


10 


In Sofia 10 




Tashkessen 

• 




[p. 97] 




To Dimitur in 


42 


Sofia 42 


7 


In Vrazhdebna 7 




At the Sofia inns 




In the field when 




Leaving and coming back 


4.30 


To Sofia 4.30 




at the tower of 




the inn leaving 


1 


and coming back to Sofia 1 




[p. 115] 




Bistritsa: for 




there is no three poplars 


? 

■ 


People ???? 




/ BoHyKooaAy - nceBgoHUM Ha peBoAfotiuoHHun KOMumem 6 EmponoAe 
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1. Bochukooglu - pseudonyme of the Etropole Local Revolutionary Committee 




COCDMMCKM CnOABHXHML^TE 

HA AnOCTOAA 



SOFIA CO-WORKERS 
OF THE APOSTLE 



„M BcftKa 6T>3pacm, KAaca, noA, 3aHnmbe 
6311/vtauje yqacmue 6 mo6a npegnpuambe:" 



„And every age, class, sex, profession 
Took part in this enterprise:" 




Xpucmo T. CmoflHoB 

(1842-1895 a.) Pogeht 8 CocfDUfl, 

8b3po>KgeHCKU geameA, 3a6bp- 

luua MocKo6cKUfl yHuBepcumem - 

lopugunecKU HayKu, ynacmHUK 6 

Hai^uoHaAHo-pe8oAK)L\uoHHume 

6op6u, npegcegameA Ha Hacm- 

HUfl pe8oAK)i^uoHeH KOMumem 

8 Co(J)Ufl ocHo6aH, om BacuA 

AeBcKU. CAeg Oc8o6owgeHuemo 

e ay6epHamop Ha BeAUKo 

TbpHoBo, genymam 6 

YHpegumeAHomo cb6paHue u 

MUHucmbp Ha npaBocbguemo. 

HristoT. Stoyanov 

(1842-1895.) Born in Sofia, an 

activist of Bulgarian revival period, 

graduated from Moscow 
University, Law Faculty; participant 
in the national revolutionary strug- 
gles; president of the Local 
Revolutionary Committee in Sofia 
founded by Vasil Levsky. Since the 
Liberation he was governor of 
Veliko Turnovo, deputy in the 
Constitutional Assembly and 
Minister of Justice. 




fluMumbp HowapoB 

(1832-1897 8.) PogeH 6 HeBpoKon 

(fbu,e fleAHeB). Tbp2o8eu, u ywu- 

meA 6 Cocf)Ufl, Kacuep Ha Co- 

4)uuckuh HacmeH pe8oAfou,uoHeH 

KOMumem. CAeg Oc6o6o>KgeHue- 

mo mou e cpeg pagemeAume Ha 

KOMumemume „EguHcm8o" u 

ynacm6a 8 nogaomo8Kama Ha 

KpecneHCKo- Pa3A0>KKomo 

8bcmaHue. l/l36paH e 3a 

o6iu,uhcku cb6emHUK, a npe3 

1896 2. e noMOiu,HUK-KMem. 

Dimitur Nozharov 

(1832-1897). Born in Nevrokop 

(Gotze Delchev). Tradesman and 

teacher in Sofia; treasurer of Sofia 

Private Revolutionary Committee. 

Since the Liberation he was one 

of the activists of the committees 

„Unity" and took part in the 
preparing of Kresna-Razlog upris- 
ing. He was elected as municipal 
councilor and in 1896 he was 
deputy Mayor. 




Xpucmo n. KoBaneB 

(1846-1911 2.) - pogeH 8 Conom. 

YnumeA 6 ria3apg>KUK u 6 Co- 

cf)Ufl, ceKpemap Ha coc|)uucKUfl 

HacmeH pe6oAK>u,uoHeH komu- 

mem. OcbgeH Ha 3amoneHue 6 

fluap6eKup no npou,eca cpeiu,y 

Ae6cKU. CAeg Oc6o6owgeHuemo 

ynacmBa 8 o6w ( uHCKomo ynpa6- 

AeHue Ha Coc|>ufl, UHUu,uamop 3a 

u32pa>ngaHe Ha naiwemHUKa Ha 

BacuA Ae6cKU u u3gup6aHe Ha 

Kocmume My. 

Hristo P. Kovachev 

(1846-1911.) Born in Sopot. 

Teacher in Pazardzhik and Sofia; 

secretary of Sofia Local 

Revolutionary Committee. 

Sentenced to exile to Diarbekir 

under the trial against Levsky. 

Since the Liberation he took part 

in the municipal government of 

Sofia. Initiator of the construction 

of Vasil Levsky's monument and 

his bones' searching. 




MuxauA K. By6omuHo6 

(1839-1912 2.) PogeH 8 Co(J>im. 
YneHUK Ha Ca6a 0UAapemo6, 
ynu 6 Pycufl, yHumeAcmBa 6 Co- 
dpun, KracmeHguA, BeAec, Cko- 
nue, Pyce, CoAyn, OgpuH u gp. 
YMacm8a 8 u,bpKo8Ho-Hau,U0HaA- 
Hume 6op6u u nognoMaaa 6op6a- 
ma 3a Hau,uoHaAHO oc8o6omge- 
Hue. CAeg Oc6o6o>KgeHuemo e 
cenpemap Ha Cocf)uucKUfl o6w,u- 
hcku cbBem. 
Mihail K. Bubotinov 
(1839-1912.) Born in Sofia. 
Student of Sava Filaretov; studing 
in Russia; teaching in Sofia, 
Kustendil, Veles, Skopje, Ruse, 
Salonique, Odrin etc. He partici- 
pated in the church-national strug- 
gle and supported the struggle for 
national liberation. Since the 
Liberation he was secretary of 
Sofia Municipal Council. 
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Omeq leHaguti MxmuMaHCKU - 

CKumHUKa, c8emcKo uwie 1/IBaH 

CmoflHo6 Kapau6aHo8 

(1832-1900 8.) PogeH 6 Mxmu- 

wiaH. YHacmHUK 6 Hau,uoHaAHO-pe- 

6oAK)u,uoHHume 6op6u - yMacm6a 

8 ribp6ama 6bA3apct<a Aeaufl 

1862 a., 6 Memama Ha l/lAbo 8ou- 

8oga. CbpamHUK u yKpu8ameA Ha 

AnocmoAa 8 flpaaaAeScKun Ma- 

Hacmup, Kbgemo e uayiweH. CAeg 

Oc6o6omgeHuemo e MOHax 

8 Puackuh MaHacmup. 

Father Genadi Ihtimansky-the 

Roamer, 

by laic name Ivan Stoyanov 

Karaivanov 
(1832-1900.) Born in Ihtiman. 
Participant in the national-revolu- 
tionary struggles; involved in the 
First Bulgarian Legion in 1862, the 
detachment of llio Voivode. Co- 
worker and concealer of the 
Apostle in Dragalevtzy Monastery 

where he was Father Superior. 

Since the Liberation he was monk 

in Rila monastery. 



fluMumbp XagmuKOiieB 

(1846-1896 2.) PogeH 6 Coc))Ufl. 

Yhua 8 Pycufl npe3 1862 3. 

YHacmHUK 8 Hau,uoHaAHO-pe6o- 

AK)u,uoHHume 6op6u, 6 geuHocm- 

ma Ha HacmHua pe6oAioi^uoHeH 

KOMumem, yKpu8ameA Ha apxu- 

8ama Ha KOMumema 3aegH0 cbc 

cecmpa cu l/lopgaHKa OuAapemo- 

8a. I1pe3 1 876 3. e ocbgeH u U3n- 

pameH 6 3am8op 8 LJapuspag. 

CAeg Oc6o6o>KgeHuemo e U36u- 

paH 2 nbmu 3a KMem Ha Cocfcufl 

(09.06.1878-01.08.1878 3.), 
(28.12.1883 - 19.05.1884 3.). Hhu- 
u,uamop u geeH ynacmHUK 8 U33- 
pamgaHemo Ha naiwemHUKa 
Ha BacuA Ae8cKu. 
Dimitur Hadjikotzev 
(1846-1896.) Born in Sofia. 
Studied in Russia in 1862. 
Participant in the national-revolu- 
tionary struggles, in the activity of 
the Local Revolutionary 
Committee; concealer of the 
Committee archives together with 
Yordanka Filaretova. In 1876 he 
was sentenced and sent to a 
Constantinople prison. Since the 
Liberation he was twice elected 
Mayor of Sofia (9 June 1878-1 
August 1878), (28 December 
1883-15 May 1884). Initiator and 
active participant in the construc- 
tion of Vasil Levsky's monument. 



fluMumbp TpauKoBuH 
(1818-1880 3.) PogeH 6 3p. BeAec. 
Om paHHa MAagocm wu8ee 6 Co- 
cfeua BugeH mbpsoSeu,, o6m,ecm- 
6eH geeu,, aKmu6Ho nognoiviasa 
Coc()uucKomo c6emcKO yHUAUiu,e, 
HAeH Ha Coc()uucKUfl MacmeH pe- 
8oAK)i^uoHeH KOMumem. Iloggbp- 
wa aumhu 8pb3Ku c AnocmoAa. 
CAeg Oc8o6o>KgeHuemo yHacm- 
8a 8 o6tL\UHCKomo ynpa8AeHue. 
l/l36upaH e 3a KMem Ha Cocfcufl 
(14.09.1879-30.06.1880 3.) 
Dimitur Traykovich 
(1818-1880.) Born in Veles. Since 
early youth living in Sofia. An emi- 
nent tradesman, social activist, 
actively helping the Sofia laic 
school; member of the Sofia Local 
Revolutionary Committee. He held 
up personal links with the Apostle. 
Since the Liberation he took part 
in the municipal government of 
Sofia. He was elected Mayor of 
Sofia (14 Sept.1879-30 June 
1880). 



MopgaHKa XagmuKoi^e6a-(J)uAa- 
pemoBa 

(1843-1915 3.) PogeHa 6 Cocfeufl. 

Yhu 8 nbpBomo geBunecKO ynu- 

Aua\e, ocHo8aHO om Ca8a (J)uAa- 

pemo8, 3a noaomo ce OMbwSa. 

I1pe3 1 862 a. 0CHo8a6a gpywe- 

cm6o „MauKa". CbnpunacmHa e 

KbM geuHocmma Ha HacmHun pe- 

6oAioL^uoHeH KOMumem, no3Ha6a 

auhho Ae6cKU, yKpu6a so 6 gowia 

cu, KopecnoHgupa c HaugeH l~e- 

po6. CAeg Oc6o6oH<geHuemo u 

oco6eHO CAeg 3a3y6ama Ha cuHa 

cu BAaguMup ce omga8a Ha 6Aa- 

aomSopumeAHa geuHocm. 

Yordanka Hadjikotzeva 

Filaretova 

(1843-1915.) Born in Sofia. She 

studied at the First Girls 1 School, 

founded by Sava Filaretov, who 

married her. In 1862 she founded 

the Society „Mother". She was 
involved in the activity of the Local 
Revolutionary Committee; she 
knew Levsky personally, con- 
cealed him at home; having corre- 
spondence with Nayden Gerov. 
Since the Liberation and especial- 
ly after the death of her son 
Vladimir she gave herself to chari- 
table activities. 
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neuio TogopoB 

(>KeAfl8eu,a) 

(1810-1894 a.) PogeH 8 ceAO Xe- 

Afl6a. Coc()uucku nbpBeHeu, u 

m^paoBeu,. CbwiuuiAeHUK Ha pe- 

8oAK)4uoHHomo g6umeHue. Co- 

neH e Kamo HAeH Ha HacmHUH pe- 

6oAK>L\uoHeH KOMumem. HAeH e 

Ha CoqbuucKun MegmAUc, npu6Ae- 

neH e 8 cnei^uaAHama cAegcm6e- 

Ha komucua no npoqeca cpeiu,y 

fluMumbp 06w,u u BacuA AeScnu. 

CAeg Oc8o6oH<geHuemo ynacm- 

6a geuHO 8 oGu^ecmeeHUR wu- 

8om 8 spaga. 
Pesho Todorov (Zheliavetza) 
(1810-1894.) Born in Zheliava vil- 
lage. Sofia notable and trades- 
man; adherent to the revolutionary 
movement; mentioned as member 
of the Local Revolutionary 
Committee; Member of Sofia 
Meclis (municipal assembly); 
involved in the Special committee 
of inquiry during the trial Dimitur 
Obshti and Vasil Levsky. Since the 
Liberation he participated actively 
in the city social life. 








Xagmu BoHe DempoB 

(1818-1894 a.) PogeH 6 ceAO Tep- 

MaH, LjHumeA e 6 Cocjdua om 1860 

go 1 873 a. 5AU3t>K cbpamHUK e Ha 

BacuA AeBcKU, HAeH Ha Cocfcuuc- 

kuh HacmeH pe8oAfou,uoHeH ko- 

Mumem. I1pe3 1873 s. e apecmy- 

8aH u cbgeH 8 npou,eca cpew,y 

BacuA Ae6cKU. OcbgeH e Ha 3a- 

moneHue 6 fluap6eKup. CAeg Oc- 

8o6o>KgeHuemo ynacm8a 6 06- 

o\uHCKomo ynpaBAeHue. Ocma6fl 

gHe8HUK 3a 8pewiemo 

om 1853- 1873 s. 

Hadji Bone Petrov 

(1919-1894.) Born in German; 

teacher in Sofia from 1860 to 

1873; close co-worker to Levsky; 

member of Sofia Local 

Revolutionary Committee. In 1873 

he was arrested and judged in the 

process against Vasil Levsky. He 

was sentenced to exile in 
Diarbekir. Since the Liberation he 
took part in the municipal govern- 
ment. He left a diary on the period 
1853-1873. 




Togop fleuioB TogopoB 

(TogopaKU neiuoB) 

(1842-1895) PogeH 8 ceAO >KeAfl- 

6a, HAeH Ha pe6oAK)u,uoHHUfl ko- 

Mumem 6 ceAomo cu, cnogSuw- 

huk Ha Ae8cKU u Heeo8 ynpu8a- 

meA. CAeg Oc8o6o>ngeHuemo e 

genymam 8 YnpegumeAHomo Ha- 

pogHO cb6paHue u nbp6uflm U36- 

paH KMem Ha Cofyun (30.12.1878- 

13.09.1879, 10.05.1884- 

24.08.1885). 
Todor Peshov Todorov 
(Todoraki Peshov) 
(1842-1895), born in Zheliava vil- 
lage, member of the Revolutionary 
Committee in the village, a co- 
worker to Levsky and his con- 
cealor. Since the Liberation he 
was a deputy in the Constitutional 
People's Assembly and the first 
elected Mayor 
of Sofia 
(30.12.1878-13.09.1879, 
10.05.1884-24.08.1885). 




Xagmu MaHO CmoflHoB 

(1813-1895 8.) PogeH 8 ceAO 
PeguHa, CoqbuucKO. BAUFimeAeH 
Hop6agmuH 8 Coc(duh. Cbgbpma- 
meA Ha xaH, nognowiaeaA e geuHO 
pe8oAK}u,uoHHama op8aHU3au,UH 
8 epaga. B xaHa My e omcagaA 
BacuA Ae8cKU. Bua e HAeH Ha Co- 
4)uucKama yHUAUiu,Ha o6iu,UHa, 
Co(j)uucKUfl MegwAUc, u38bHpeg- 
Hama komucua no pa3CAeg6aHe- 
mo u cbga Ha fluMumbp 06w,u u 
BacuA Ae8cKu. CAeg Oc6o6omge- 
Huemo ynacm6a 8 o6iu,ecm8eHUH 
mu8om Ha spaga. 
Hadji Mano Stoyanov 
(1813-1895.) Born in Redina vil- 
lage, Sofia district. Authoritative 
chorbadji, inn holder, supporting 
actively the revolutionary organi- 
zation in the city. Vasil Levsky 
stayed in his inn. He was member 
of Sofia school community, Sofia 
Meclis(municipal assembly), the 

extraordinary commission on 

investigation and trial upon Dimitur 

Obshti and Vasil Levsky. Since the 

Liberation paricipated actively in 

the city social life. 
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CmoflH HegeAHeB BapgeB 

(Ta6aKa) 

(Heu36.-1877 a.) PogeH e 6 

Pa3A03. CbxpamiA u pa3npocmpa- 

Hfl6aA necHonouKama Ha BacuA 

AeBcKU. nbmy6aii\ KHUwap. 06e- 

ceH 8 MaxaAa KanaHa (Mewgy 

gHeujHume uauu,u „MaAKo 

TbpHo8o", „MocKo6cKa" u 6yA. 

„floHgyKo8") Ha 22.11.1877 a. 

Stoyan Nedelchev Vardev 

(Tabaka) 

(unknown-1877) Born in Razlog. 

Kept and disseminated the songs' 

book of VasiJ Levsky; traveling 

bookseller; hanged in the 

„Kapana" ward (between today's 

Malko Turnovo and Moskovka 

Streets and Dondukov Boulevard) 

on 22 November 1877. 








Teopau CmouqeS A6agmue8 

(Heu38.-1877 a.) PogeH 8 Cotjjufl, 

yneHUK e Ha Xpucmo Ko8aMe6. 

Bua e ncaAm 6 MepKBama „C8. 

KpaA 1 '. KHUwap 8 Coc|)Ufl. Pa3npo- 

cmpaHflSaA 6yHmo8HUMecKu khu- 

su. 06eceH Ha 22.11. 1877 a. Ha 

„LUapeHUfl Mocm" („Ab8o6 

Mocm"). 
Georgi Stoitzev Abadjiev 
(unknown-1877) Born in Sofia, 
student of Hristo Kovachev. 
Acolyte in Saint Krai Church; 
bookseller in Sofia; he disseminat- 
ed rebel books. Hanged on 22 
November 1877 on the Colored 
Bridge (Lions Bridge). 



Kupo ["boweS (Kacfcegwu) 
(Heu36. - 1877 a.) PogeH 8 

C. flpg>KUA08U | U, Bpe3HULUKO. 

l~lpoga6aA 6 KacfjegwuuHUU.ama 
cu KHuau, cpeg Koumo u 6yHmo6- 
HUMecKama necHonouKa om koa- 
mo, Mecmo U3nfl8aA noHflKOfl u 
gpyaa neceH. 06eceH Ha foSem- 
gu na3ap" (npa3Homo Mflcmo Ha 
UA. „rio3umaHo") Ha 22.1 1 . 1877 a. 
Kiro Gioshev (Kafedji) 
(unknown-1877) Born in 
Yardzhilovtzi village, Breznik dis- 
trict. Sold in his cafe books within 
them the rebel songs' book from 
where sometimes he sang some 
song. Hanged on Beef Market (the 
empty place beside Pozitano 
Street) 
on 22 November 1877. 




HuKOAa Cme<fcaHo8 KpyuiKUH 

(HUA3K) 

(1846 - 1877 a.) PogeH 6 c. Bucm- 
puu,a. Bua e MOHax 6 flpaaaAe6c- 
kuh MaHacmup. BAU3bK cnogSuw- 

huk Ha BacuA Ae8cKU. C Heao 
AnocmoAa omu8a 8 c. Eucmpuu,a 

u 3anuc8a 6 mecfDmepHemo cu 

3HaMeHameAHomo „Hapoge 

????". Apecmy6aH u o6eceH e Ha 

22.1 1 .1877 a. npeg gtoKfiHa cu 

(ua. „AAa6uH" u 6yA. „Bumoiua" 

Ha bSbAa). 

Nikola Stefanov Krushkin 
(Chulak) 

(1846-1877.) Born in Bistritza. He 

was a monk in Dragalevtzy 

Monastery; close co-worker to 

Vasil Levsky. He went with him to 

Bistritza and wrote there in his 

notebook the remarkable poem 

„People????"; arrested and 
hanged on 22 November 1877 in 
front of his own boutique (on the 

I corner of Alabin Street and 
Vitosha Boulevard). 
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BoagaH l/l6aHo6 PopaHoB 

(1847-1907) PogeH 6 KapAoSo, 

yMumeA 8 riAoBgue, Codpun 

(1869-1870), BeAUKO TbpHoBo, 

BoAspag, 6AU3bK gpysap u npun- 

meA Ha BacuA AeBcKU. CAeg Oc- 

8o6owgeHuemo e gupeKmop Ha 

2UMHa3UFi, agMUHucmpamuBeH 

CAywumeA u gunAOMam. 

Bogdan Ivanov Goranov 

(1847-1907), born in Karlovo, 

teacher in Plovdiv, Sofia (1869- 

1870), Veliko Turnovo, Bolgrad; 

close comrade and fellow of Vasil 

Levsky. Since the Liberation he 

was headmaster of a secondary 

school; administrative employee 

and diplomat. 








CmoflH BeAKoB Coo>uucku 
(1842-1873) - pogeH 8 ceAO >KeAfl8a, 

LjMacmHUK 6 HaU 1 UOHaAHO-pe60AK)U 1 UOHHU- 

me 6op6u, aumho ce no3Ha8a c T.C. PaKO- 
8cku u Afo6eH Kapa8eAo8, Ha Koumo cbm- 
pygHUHU, nemHUK 6 nemama Ha riaHauom 

Xumo8, Muumo 3HaMenoceu, e BacuA 
Ae6cKU, HAeH e Ha opaaHU3au,uoHHUfl ko- 
Mumem 3a npoBewgaHemo Ha o6iu ) omo 
cb6paHue Ha EPI4K 1872 a. Ccfcopiwupa Me- 
ma npe3 Mau 1873 a., pa36uma npe3 Afl- 
momo Ha cbiu,ama aoguHa, 3aAo6eH u om- 
KapaH 6 PyceHCKUfl 3am6op, Kbgemo e 
mecmoKO u3Mbn8aH u ompoBeH. 
Stoyan Velkov Sof iysky 
(1842-1873), born in Zheliava village, par- 
ticipant in the National-revolutionary strug- 
gles; personally knew G.S. Rakovsky and 
Lyuben Karavelov that he cooperated with; 
member of Panayot Hitov's detachment, 
which standard-bearer was Vasil Levsky; 
member of the Organizational Committee 
for the carrying out of the General Meeting 
of the BRCC in 1 872. He formed a detach- 
ment in May 1873, which was destroyed in 
the summer of the same year; detained 
and brought to Ruse prison where he was 

cruelly tortured and poisoned. 1872 a. 

CcjDopMupa nema npe3 Mau 1873 a., pa3- 

6uma npe3 Aflmomo Ha cbiu,ama aoguHa, 

3aAo8eH u omKapaH 8 PyceHCKUH 3am6op, 

Kbgemo e wecmoKO U3Mbn6aH u ompo6eH. 




B aepouMHume cmpaHuu,u 

Ha cocpuucKama ucmopuR 

cnucbicbm c UMeHama 

npog"bA>Ka6a: 

Mumo KauMaKMueB, CmoRH 

MaAUHo6, AmaHac A6ag>Kue6 / 

LjBRmKo PyHmo6, Au/v\um~bp 

MumoBuM, AuMumiDp A^hoB, 

MAageHMo EuM6aiuimma, Cnac 

TyMnapoB, HuKOAa J\ece6 f Ma- 

HOAaKu TaweB, ToHe KpauneB, 

CmoRH MAageHoB - MeMKama, 

Togop rieeB, BeAe MumpeB, 

l~lon Teopau BeAUHKoB 

u gp. 

The list of names on the heroic 

pages of Sofia history 

continues: 

Mito Kaymakchiev, Stoyan 

Malinov, Atanas Abadjiev, 

Tzviatko Runtov, Dimitur 

Mitovic, Dimitur Danov, 

Mladencho Bimbashiyata, Spas 

Tumparov, Nikola Desev, 

Manolaki Tashev, Tone 

Kraychev, Stoyan Mladenov - 

Mechkata, Todor Peev, Vele 

Mitrev, Pop Georgi Velichkov 

etc. 



25. 




m 





Hukoas KowyxapoB. 3aAaBRHemo Ha BacuA AeBcuu 

B KbKpuHCKomo xaHHe. 
Nikola Kozhukharov. The capturing of Vasil Levsky 

in Kukrina inn. 






„Ako ucneneAfl, neqeAfl 3a i\n\ Hapog, aKO U3?y6fl - 2y6a ca/no MeHe cu." 



BacuA AeBcKu. H3 nuc\\o go fl. Xumod, cpeBpyapu - Mau 1868 2. 



„lf I win, I win for the whole people, if I loose, I loose only myself." 



Vasil Levsky. From a letter to P. Hitov, February - May 1 868 
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AEBCKM nPEA CT>AA LEVSKY BEFORE THE COURT 




KaAUHa Taceda. Ae6cnu npeg cbga. 
Kalina Taseva. Levski before the court. 



1873 flHyapu 4 

I/I3 npomoKOAa c noKa3aHUflma Ha BacuA Ae8cKU npeg 
mypcKun cbg: cnoi\yieHa8a, Me e nocemuA Codpun 

mpu nbmu 

[l~lpe8og om mypcKU] 

[1] ripomoKOA 3a pa3numa Ha aAaBamapfl Ha 6yHmo6HU- 
necKUfl KOMumem BacuA flfiKo[Ha] - AeficKU u g8aMama 

My gpyaapu npeg HapoHHama komucuh 

25 3UAKage [12]89 - [12 - flHyapu 1873] 2. 

Pa3num Ha BacuA [Ae8cKu] 

1 7 3UAKage - [4 HHyapu 1 873] a. 

[Bbnpoc:] - KaK e uMemo mu, KaK e UMemo Ha 6ama 

mu, omKbge cu, KaK8o e 3aHflmuemo mu, Ha koako cu 20- 
guHU? 

[OmaoSop:] - BacuA, Ha 6ama mu - H8aH; om KapAo8o 

cbM u cbM Ha gBagecem u nem - gBagecem u cegeiw 

2oguHu; 3aHflmuemo mu e ga o6AeKHa6aM noAomeHuemo 



1 873 January 4 

From the protocol on the testimonies of Vasil Levsky before 
the Turkish court: he mentioned to have visited Sofia three 
times. 

[Translation from Turkish through Bulgarian] 

[1] Protocol of interrogation of Vasil Levsky, head of the rebel 
committee and his two comrades before the ad-hoc commis- 
sion. 

25 zilkade - [4th January 1873] 
[Question] „What is your name and the name of your 
father? Where are you from, what is your profession, and how 
old are you?" 

[Answer] „My name is Vasil, and my father's was Ivan. I 
am from Karlovo, and I am twenty-six or twenty-seven years 
old. My profession is to lighten the lot of the Bulgarians and 
I traveled about in order to give them hope." 

„When did you leave your native Karlovo, and where did 
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Ha 6bA8apume u o6uKaAflx, 3a ga um gaBaM ynoBaHue. 

- Kosa u3Ae3e om pogHomo cu Mflcmo KapAo6o u 
K"bge xogu? 

- H3AA30X npegu cegeM soguHU, omugox 6 Cbp6un 
u o6uKaAPX U3 BAaaiKo. 

- C KaK6o ce 3aHUMa8awe 6 Cbp6ufl u BAawKO? 

- B Cbp6uH xogux ga ce yna 6 ynuAuine, a om Cbp6ua 
Me U38uKaxa 8 6yHmo8HUHecKUH KOMumem 8b6 BAawKO 

- 3a KauBa CAy>n6a me 8uKaxa 6 6yHmo8HUHecKUfl 
KOMumem? 

- Bb3AO>KUxa mu ga gaBaM yno8aHue Ha i^eAOKyrma 
EbAsapua 

- KaK8o e mo6a m8oe ynoBaHue u Kan u\e 80 
ga8aai? 

- flaHbi^u mho8o, a HHMaiu cnoKoucmBue; emo 3amo6a 
vjpx ga um gaBaM ynoBaHue. 

- Kbge xogu c man i\eA u KaKBo npaBewe U3 Mecmama, 
Kbgemo xogeuie? 

- Xogux B CBumoB, AoBen, TbpHoBo u llAoBguB. 
B Mecmama, Kbgemo xogux, ocmaBflx khuho; u 8 
CocJdua mpu nbmu ugBax. 

- Koako BpeMe o6uKaAfl? 

- C mafl aoguHa o6unaAAM mpu soguHU. 

- Kbge e nocmoflHHomo mu Mecmo>KumeAcm6o? 

- HuKbge He wuBeex nocmo^HHO. 

- MHoao xopa me no3HaBam u ca ce cpeinaAU c me6, 
3ao\o He 8U u3KaH<eai? 

- Hukoso He no3HaBaM. 
[flognucaA:] a3, g^KOH BacuA AeBcKU. 



you go?" 

„l left seven years ago, I went to Serbia and traveled in 
Wallachia." 

„What did you do in Serbia and Wallachia?" 

„l went to Serbia to study school, and from Serbia I was 
called to the rebel committee inWallachia." 

„For what work were you called to the rebel committee?" 

„They gave me the task of giving encouragement to all 
Bulgaria." 

„What did this encouragement of yours consist of, and how 
were you to give them encouragement?" 

„The taxes were many and there was no peace. That's why 
I was to give them encouragement." 

„Where did you go with this aim, and what did you do in the 
places to which you went?" 

„l went to Svishtov, Lovech, Turnovo and Plovdiv. In the 
places I went to, I left papers; I also came to Sofia three times." 

„How many time did you tour?" 

Jncluding this year I toured three years." 

„Where is your permanent residence?" 

„l lived nowhere permanently." 

„Many people know you and have met you, why don't you 
disclose them?" 

„l don't know anybody." 

[Signed:] I, Deacon Vasil Levsky. 




KoHaKbm gHec - Hai^uoHaAHa xygon<ecm8eHa aaAepun 

u naMemHama nAova. 
The Konak nowadays - The National Gallery of Arts 

and the plaque. 



l/locucp 06ep6ayep. KoHaKbm u HeAe6u gmaMUR. 
Joseph Oberbauer. The Konak and Chelebi Mosket. 
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CbAH MTE 
HA BMCOKATA nOPTA 

Cnei\uaAHa cAegcmBeHa komucua 



THE JUDGES 
OF THE SUBLIME PORTE 

Special Committee of Inquiry 




Aau Cau6 nauia 

(Heu3. - 1891) - mypcKU aeHepaA, 
pogeH 6 epag TeAac, MaAa A3ua; 
6ua e 8aAuo Ha ap. LUKogpa, 
npegcegameA Ha gbpwa6HUH cb- 
8em, 8eAUK Sesup, 8Aa8H0K0MaH- 
gBaw, Ha BoucKume u gp.; npeg- 
cegameA Ha cneu;uaAHama cAeg- 
cm6eHa komucuh no npou,eca 
cpem,y BacuA Ae8cHU u cnogSuw- 
Hui^ume My. 
AH Saib Pasha 

(unknown-1891)- Turkish general, 
born in Telas, Asia Minor; vali of 
Shkodra, president of the State 
Council, a grand vizier, command- 
er-in-chief of the troops etc.; presi- 
dent of the Special Committee of 
Inquiry on the trial against Vasil 
Levsky and his co-workers. 




LUaKup 6eu 

(1838-1899) - pogeH 6 Uapuepag 
- Mauop om mypcKUfl TeHepaAeH 
iu,a6 Ha apMuama, oKpbweH yn- 
pa8umeA Ha ap. Pyce 
(1868; 1873), HAeH Ha cneu,uaAHa- 
ma CAegcmBeHa komucur 
Shekir Bey 
(1838-1899) born in 
Constantinople; major of the 
Turkish General Staff of the army; 
governor of Ruse (1868;1873), 
member of the Special Committee 
of Inquiry. 




M6aH (H6aHHo) xagmu BeAun- 
ko6 (x. BeAKoB) rieHHoBuM 
(l/l6aHMo Ec()eHgu) 

(1825-30 - Heu36.) - pogeH 8 Py- 
ce, wu6h7\ 6 Ljapuapag. Buclu 
mypcKU caHo8HUK, HAeH Ha cne- 
L\uaAHama CAegcm8eHa komucuh 
no npou,eca cpew,y Ae8cKU u oc- 
maHaAume 3agbpn<aHU. 
Ivan (Ivancho) Hadji Velichkov 
(Hadji Velkov) Penchovich 
(Ivancho Efendi) 
(1825-30 -unknown), born in 
Ruse, lived in Consantinople; high 
Turkish dignitary, member of the 
Special Committee of Inquiry on 
the trial against Levsky and the 
other arrested ones. 



B u36"bHpegHama komucur ca npuBAeneHU om Cocpua - Aep6uiu Mucmacpa, MexMeg CaAUM (CeAUM), Caagy- 
Aax Capu - npegcma6umeAu Ha MKocioAMaHCKomo HaceAeHue, KaKmo u gorrbAHumeAHU HAeHoBe - xag>Ku MaHo 
CmoRHo6, rieujo Togopo6 - XeAfl6eu,a, Mumo KauMaKHue6 (KauMaKHUflma). 

Dervish Mustafa, Mehmed Salim (Selim), Saadullah Sari - representatives of the Muslim population, as well as the 
additional members: Hadji Mano Stoyanov, Pesho Todorov-Zheliavetza and Mito Kaymakchiev (Kaymakchiyata) were 
involved in the Extraordinary Committee. 
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Eopuc AHseALjuieB. 06ec6aHemo Ha BacuA Ae6cKU. 
Boris Angelushev. „The hanging of Vasil Levsky". 



OBECBAHETO HA BACH A AEBCKI4 

Xpucmo BomeB 

O, MauKO mor, poguHO MUAS, 

3ail\0 mbU >K2LAHO, /77bU MUAHO HAa^eUU? 

TapBane, u mu nmuu,o npoKAema, 

Ha huu apo6 maM mbu apo3Ho apaneui? 

Ox, 3HaR, 3HaR - mu nAaveuj, MauHo, 
3amuu, we mu cu *-*epna po6uHR, 
3amyu r we mBoRm cBeujeH 8Aac, Mauno, 
e 8Aac 6e3 noMouj,, BAac BbB nycmuHR. 

riAavu! TaM 6au3o npau apag CocpuR 
cmbpwu, a3 BugRX, vepHO 6ecuAO, 
u mBou eguH cuh, BbAaapuuo, 
Bucu Ha neao cbc cmpautHa cuAa. 

rapBaHbm apavu apo3Ho, 3Ao6eu{o f 
ncema u BbAU,u BuRm 6 noARma, 
cmapi^u ce MOARm Boau eopeuj^o, 
meHume riAanam, nuiu,Rm geu l ama. 

3ui\/iama nee cBouma 3Aa neceH, 
BuxpoBe aoHRm mpbHU 6 noAemo, 
u cmyg, u Mpa3, u nAav 6e3 nagemga 
HaBRBam Ha me6 cKpb6 Ha cbpu,emo. 



SOGS 



£OG3 



THE HANGING OF VASIL LEVSKY 

By Hristo Botev. Translated Kevin Ireland 

mother mine, dear motherland, 
Why do you weep so piteously? 
And raven - you accursed bird - 

Your grim croak sounds above whose grave? 

O, I know, I know, you weep, my mother 
Because you are a wretched slave, 
Because your sacred voice, my mother, 
Is a voice alone in a desert waste. 

Weep on. There - near the town of Sofia - 

1 saw a wretched gallows jut, 
And one of your sons - Bulgaria - 
Was hanging with a chilling force. 

The raven croaks with evil omen, 
Dogs and wolves howl in the fields, 
The old men pray to God with fervor, 
The children scream, the women wail. 

The winter sings its baleful song, 
Squalls chase thistles on the plain 
And cold and frost and hopeless tears 
Overwhelm your heart with pain. 
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nOCAEAHM MMrOBE 
ODKMBOTAHAAEBCKH 

HcmuHu u npegnoAOKeHiifl 



LAST MOMENTS 

OFTHELIFEOFLEVSKY 

Trues and Suppositions 



HHc}3op/v\ai\ufl om ApxuBume 



Information from the Archives 



„A cb AeBcKU KaKBo au mamb cmopamb He ce 3Hae, 
mou He e 3anpeHb npu gpysume 6uho6hul\u y KoHaKb-mb, 
so gbpncam y KbWAa-ma, nog KapaKOAb omb gocma Ac- 
Kepb." 

1/13 nucMO Ha 1/lopgaHKa QuAapemoBa go Haugen repoB 
om 13.01.1873 8. 

Ilpegu HeaoBomo 6eceHe (fl. 06u|u) goKapaxa hakou 
cu AbBcKUU, paHeH u ceaa e 3am8opeH 6 KbLUAama; ao6o- 
pu ce ne u Heao u\e 20 6ec«m. 

1/13 nucMO Ha Kphcmto AcenoB go Cnac BaijoB 6 3aa- 
pe6, 27.01.1873 a. 

„MapuH non AynaHoB na38a, ne Koaamo eo apecmy8a- 
au, 80 3aKapaAU 8 CodpuR, BugflA npe3 npo3opei^a nan Ka- 
paAU Ae6cKU 3a npeg cbguAumemo u 6ug«A, He Ae8cKU 
6ua npe6bp3aH c 6rab Kbpna nog 6pagama." 

HuKOAa u Xpucmo mypuAU 6 >HaHgapMCKama cmafl, a 
3a AeBcKU He 3Hae Kbge e. Ha cbMHyBaHe 8U 3a8eAU 8 Ka- 
3apMama 8 no egHa omgeAHa cman mpuMama. 

Cmaume - npe3 egHa, egHa go gpysa. TaM cmoeAU 1 1 
gHU, 6e3 ga zu U3num8am. ripe3 mo6a 6peMe 6uKam AeBc- 
KU (om cmpawapume HaynuAU mo8a) Ha oHHa cmaBKa c fl. 
O6o\u u ne AeBcKU ao 3anAK)A. TaM au c(Domo8pact)upaAU 
noomgeAHO 6 gBopa. 



„And nobody knows what they will do with Levsky, he is 
not detained with the other perpetrators in the Konak but in 
a sheepfold under a guard by many zaptiehs." 

From a letter of Yordanka Filaretova to Naiden Gerov 
from 13th January 1873 



Before his hanging (Dimitur Obshti's) a certain Levsky 
was brought wounded and now he is detained in the sheep- 
fold; there is some talk about his hanging too." 

From a letter of Krustyo Asenov to Spas Vatsov in 
Zagreb, 27th January 1873 

„Marin Pop Lukanov said, that when they arrested him, 
they brought him to Sofia. He saw through the window haw 
Levsky was taken to the court and saw that Levsky was 
bound with a white piece of cloth." 

They put Nikola and Hristo in the police room and 
nobody knows where Levsky is. At daybreak they brought 
the three men in the barracks, each one in a separate room. 

The rooms - one after the other, one room away. They 
stayed there11 days without being interrogated. During this 
time Levsky was called (this was known due to the police- 
men) on confrontation against Dimitur Obshti, and Levsky 
spitted in his face. They were photographed separately there 
in the yard. 



IAs: 

„AHKemHume 3anucu Ha g-p flapacneB 1/16. CmoHHoB." 

„MamepuaAU 3a ucmopunma Ha ap. AoBen" 



WH»S 
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From: 

„The inquiry records of Dr. Paraskev Iv. Stoyanov." 

„Material on the history of Lovech" 





JQeHKO Y3yHo6. OabpAuu,ama Ha 6e3CMbpmuemo. 
Dechko Ouzunov. The necklace of immortality. 




l~lpegnoAo>KeHiiH 3a apo6a 
Ha BacuA AeBcKii 6 CocJ)Ufl 



Tpo6bm Ha AnocmoAa 8ce ou\e e Heu38ecmeH. B ucmo- 
puHecKama HayKa Hflivia itiohhu goKa3ameAcm8a 3a iwec- 
moHaxowgeHiiemo My. To8a o6cmoflimeAcm8o nopogu He 
MaAKo npegnoAoweHun: no3opHomo 8po6uine (xeHgena), 
HepK6ama C6. „riemKa CaMapgwuucKa", cmapume Co- 
4>uucku 2po6uLL\a, BoHHCKama HepK8a, g6opbm Ha Hanuo- 
HaAHama xygowecm6eHa anageiviufl, oKOAHOcmume Ha 
flpaaaAeBcKUH MaHacmup, gBopbm u OKOAHoemma Ha Ka- 
3apMama, 8 6au3ociti go 6ecuAomo u gp. Bcumku me3u 
Mecma HapogHama naiviem 6 pa3AUMHU BpeiweHa, CAeg 
mpaauHHama au6eA Ha AnocmoAa o6fl6fl8a 3a cBemuHu, 
noeAU 8 Hegpama cu eguH 8eAUK cuh Ha BbAaapuR I/I 8bn- 
peKU, Me „8po6bm gHec hukou He 3Hau", gyxbm Ha BacuA 
Ae6cKU e 6eHHO mu6 u me 6bge 3a6uHaau >ku6 3a 6ceKU 

6bA3apUH, 3a L\HAO BbA8apCKO. 



Suppositions about the grave 
of Vasil Levsky in Sofia 

The grave of the Apostle is still unknown. There is no 
exact evidences about its location. This circumstance gener- 
ated more than one supposition: the shameful cemetery 
(hendeka); the Saint Petka Samardzhiyska Church; the Old 
Sofia cemetery; the Boyana church; the yard of the Arts 
Academy; the neighborhood of the Dragalevtzi Monastery; in 
the yard and outside the yard of the barrack 1 , near to the gal- 
lows etc. The people's memory proclaims sacred all these 
places in different times since the tragic doom of the 
Apostle, sacred places devouring in its womb a great 
Bulgarian son. And despite that „nobody knows the grave 
today", the spirit of Vasil Levsky is alive forever and will be 
always alive for every Bulgarian, for whole Bulgaria. 

1. Ka3apMama - Ha mepumopunma Ha capagama Ha C8, CuHog, gHec. 
1 . The barrack - on the area of the today's Saint Synode. 
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BE3rPAHMMHA nOHMT 
H nPEKAOHEHME 



UNLIMITED RESPECT 
AND VENERATION 



ToguHama e 1878. EgHoemawHa Codpun c gbpBeHU u Kupnu- 
neHU Kbii(u Ha6pon6a 2 599 goMaKUHcm6a c 1 1 694 wumeAU. l/liwa 
34 nepK8u u 1 1 yHUAULL\a. 

M moHHO 6 ma3u CocjDUfl, c o6auk no8ene Ha ceAo, oitikoako- 
mo Ha apag, 6bgemama cmoAUi\a Ha MAagomo 6bA2apcno kha- 
mecmBo, Ha 6 aBaycm o6muHCKume cb6emHui\u ce o6pbinam go 
apagcKume ynpa8umeAHU cbBemu 6 CocfcuucKa ay6epHUfl u 6 i\n- 
Aa BbAaapua ga 83eMam ynacmue cbc cb6upaHemo Ha cpegcm6a 
3a 8b3gu2aHemo Ha naMemHUK Ha BacuA AeBcuu. 

„ ... EguH nbm 3a BcflKoaa mou e Bene ycneA ga cbapagu Be- 
AUKOAeneH naMflmHUK 8 Hawume cbpua u gywu; Ha 3a naMflm Ha 
nomoMcm8omo u CAa8a Heiviy myK y Hac ce npegnpue ga en 8b3- 
guaHe naMemHUK Hanpau apaga go OpxaHuucKomo tuoce, mbKMO 
Ha mo6a Mflcmo, agemo oh CAaBHO 6uge no6eceH ..." 

CnoMeHbm 3a BeAunua 6bAaapuH e MHoao mu6. EgHa nacm 
om xopama, gpb3HaAu ga y8eKo6eMam naMemma My, auhho ca 
20 no3Ha6aAU u pa6omuAU c Heao. CocJ)uucKume o6ihuhcku cv 
6emHUL\u, caokuau HanaAomo Ha HoBama 6bAaapcKa cmoAuija, 
no mo3u HanuH ca ucKaAU ga U3pa3flm npeKAOHeHuemo cu npeg 
HeaoBomo geAO, ga U3pa3flm npu3HameAHocmma Ha 6bAaapcKU- 
me apamgaHU. 

BpeMeHama ca mpygHU. BouHama moKy-a\o e omMimaAa. 
AuncBam epegemfia u onum. FlpoeKmbm e u3pa6omeH om nbp- 
8uh apagcKU apxumeKm Ha Codpun, nexbrn AgoAcj) KoAap. B Kpaa 
Ha aoguHama npe3 MeceLi HoeM6pu KMembm fluMumbp fluMo8 
omnuma, ne empoembm Ha naMemHUKa e 6ene 3anoHHam, ho 
cb6paHama cyivia e U3pa3xogBaHa. Pa6omama 3aMupa 3a hakoa- 
ko aoguHu. 

I1pe3 1884 2. Co4)uucKiiflm apagcKu o6ll\uhcku cbBem 6b3Aa- 
aa Ha komucuh ga 6b3o6Ho6u 3anoHHamomo geAO. KoMucuflma 
pa3UCK6a o6wupHO Bbnpoca 3a MHcmomo Ha naMerrmuKa. Egu- 
HogyujHO e peaieHO naMemHUKbm ga ce 8b3gu2He Ha KpbcmoBu- 
memo Me>ngy gBama aiupoKU 6yAe8apga - OpxaHuucna yAUL\a u 
OupbWHUfl 6yAe8apg, cbaAacHO Ho8ua apagoycmpoucmBeH 
nAaH. ToBa e Ha 10-15 Mempa om M^cmomo, Kbgemo e 6ua o6e- 
ceH Ae6cKU. flaMemHUKbrn me ce Buwga u om nemupume noco- 



The year was 1878. One-storey Sofia with its wooden and 
adobe houses numbered 2599 households with 11694 inhabitants. 
There were 34 churches and 1 1 schools. 

On the 6th August, exactly in that Sofia with an aspect mostly 
in the village-style than in the town one, which was going to be the 
future capital of the young Bulgarian Principality, the municipal 
councilors addressed themselves to the city governing councils in 
Sofia province and to whole Bulgaria to take part in the resources 
collecting for the erection of a monument to Vasil Levsky. 

„...One time forever he had already succeeded in to construct 
a magnificent monument in our hearts and souls. For his memory 
and glory here in the country, it has been undertaken to erect a 
monument at the rear of the city closely to Orkhanie road, on the 
same place where he had been gloriously hanged..." 

The memory about the great Bulgarian is still alive. One part of 
the people who dared to perpetuate his memory had known him 
personally and had worked with him. Sofia municipal councilors, 
who put the beginning of the new Bulgarian capital, wanted by this 
to express their veneration towards his lifework and to express the 
gratitude of Bulgarian citizens. 

The times were hard. The war had already finished. Funds and 
experience were lacking. The first architect of Sofia, the Czech 
Adolf Kolar, elaborated the project. At the end of the year, in 
November, the Mayor Dimitur Dimov gave a report that the con- 
struction of the monument had begun but the collected sum had 
been spent. The work stood still for several years. 

In 1884 Sofia municipal council assigned a commission to 
renew the initiated work. The commission deliberated in great detail 
the issue concerning the place of the monument. It was decided 
unanimously to erect the monument on the crossroads of two large 
boulevards - the Orkhanie road and the District Boulevard, accord- 
ing to the new urban plan. This was at 10-15 meters from the place 
where Levsky had been hanged. The monument should be seen far 
from the four directions and should be erected in front of the 
Grammar school and the barracks of the Prince. Ivan Grozev and 
Hristo Kovachev, municipal councilors and the architect Kolar were 
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ku omgaAene u me e 6b3npa6eH npeg KAacunecKama 8UMHa3ua 
u Ka3apMume Ha KHfl3a. B 6bgeiu,e i\\e e mhoso noceiL\a8aHo mhc- 
mo. B KOMUcuama ca 8KAK)HeHU M8aH rpo3e6, Xpucmo KoBaneB, 
mosafia HAeHoBe Ha spagcuua cbBem, apxumeKm KoAap. 

CmpoumeAcmBomo Ha naiviemHUKa e npuKAKDMeHO npe3 
1892 a. 

ripe3 Mecei\ anpuA 1895 a. HapogHunm noem l/l6aH Ba3o6 e 
BKAfoneH 6 komucua, Ha KOflmo ce 6"b3Aaaa u3pa6om6aHemo Ha 
npoapaMa 3a HaMUHa, no kouitio \x\e cmaHe mbpwecmeeHomo 
omKpu8aHe Ha naMemHUKa. HAeHo8e Ha ma3U komucuh ca u 
Xpucmo KoBaneB, Cnac TyMnapo8 u fluMumbp fluMoB. Ilpegce- 
gameA e H6aH rpo3e6. riaMemHUKbm e omKpum Ha 22 onmoMBpu 
1895 a. no nogo6a6am HaquH. [IpegHim geH, Ha 21, cb6oma 8e- 
Mepma, 8 naMem Ha AeBcnu, 8 caAOHa Ha CAa8flHCKa 6ecega ce 
npegcmaBa gpaiwama „Xbiuo6e". B HegeAfl cympuHma, CAeg 6o- 
wecmBeHa Aumypsua e omcAyweHa naHuxuga 6 MepKBama „C6. 
KpaA". CAeg moBa Luecm8uemo MUHa8a om Cb6opHUfl nAou^ag 
no 6yAe8apg „floHgyKo8", 6yAe6apg „Tbp8o6cKa", „AAeKcaHgpo- 
8cku nAOLL\ag", „Llapu8pagcKa" u 6yAe6apg „0epguHaHg". 

CmoHH 3auMo8 npou3Hacfl nponyBcmBeHa pen. 

KpacuMupa MiiAveBa 
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involved in the commission. 

The building of the monument was finished in 1882. 

In April 1895 the people's poet Ivan Vazov was involved in a 
commission to which was assigned the elaboration of a program on 
the manner by that the solemn inauguration of the monument 
should happen. Members of this commission were also Khristo 
Kovachev, SpasTumparov and Dimitur Dimov. Ivan Grozev was the 
president of the commission. The monument was open on 22th 
October 1895 in the proper manner. The day before, on 21th, 
Saturday evening, in memory of Levsky was performed the drama 
„Exiles" in the hall of the Slavic House. Sunday morning, after the 
divine mass was held a memorial service in „Saint King" church. 
After the procession passed from the Fair Square through the 
Dondukov Boulevard, Turgovska Boulevard, Alexander Square, 
Tzarigradska and Ferdinand Boulevard. 

Stoyan Zaymov pronounced a heart-felt speech. 

Krassimira Milcheva 
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Bb36aHue Ha CocpuucKun apagcnu 

cbBem 3a u3apamgaHe 

Ha naMemHUK Ha BacuA AeBcnu 

6 aBaycm 1878 a. N° 188. 

Appeal of Sofia City Council for the 

construction of a monument 

to Vasil Levsky 

6th August 1878. N°188. 



llpomoKOA N° 6 Ha u36bHpegHa cecuR om m. 

cpeBpyapu 1884 a. 3a nocmpoRBanemo Ha 

nan/iemHuna Ha BacuA AeBcnu u U36op Ha 

komucuh, omaoBopna 3a u3apan<gaHemo My. 

Protocol N°6 from the extraordinary session of 

February 1884, concerning the construction of a 

monument to Vasil Levsky and the election of a 

committee responsible for the building. 



llocmaHoBAeHue Ha noMucunma 
3a nocmpoRBane na nawiemHUKa 
Ha B. AeBcnu, 3a U3gup8ane 
na Kocmume My. 
Decree of the Committee for con- 
struction of the monument to Vasil 
Levsky and the searching of his 

bones. 










rihpBu npoenm - opuaunaA 
na naMemHUKa, u3pa6omeH 
om apx. A. KoAap. 
First project - the original 
of the monument, designed 
by architect A. Kolar. 




OmnpuBane Ha nan/iemHUHa Ha BacuA AeBcnu Ha 22 onmoMBpu 1895 a. 
„HeKa gyxbm Ha AeBcnu - Ahbga xpaHumeA Ha BbAaapcnama c8o6oga - Ha Benu Be ho 6 ga Aemu 

B neSecama Ha i\eA0KunHa cBo6ogna u He3aBucuMa BbAaapun! 

Ma muBee cBo6ogna u He3aBucuMa BbAaapun! Vpa." 

\A3 penma Ha CmoRH 3auMo6 Ha 22 onmoMBpu 1895 z. npu omnpuBane 

Ha naMemHuna. 

The inauguration of the Monument to Vasil Levsky. 22 October 1895. 

„Let the spirit of Levsky - a Guardian Angel of Bulgarian freedom - for ever and ever flies in the 

sky of all over free and independent Bulgaria! 

Long live to free and independent Bulgaria! Hurrah!" 

From the speech of Stoyan Zaymov at the opening of the monument on 22 October 1895. 
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no KOPlTO LUE BTaPBM nPOUECMRTA nO OT- 
KPMBAHME nAMflTHMKA HA BAOUVb ^EBCKM 
OT"b HEPKBATA „CB. KPA/Tb" 40 nAMflTHMKA. 






DpouecHHTa age mhik-: uri> Mepuyaxa ,,v.b. Kpsui»" no 4*>M>- 
KQ8% SAMeeapaT., TbproBc-iisi fjosgfy juotnaAfc „A*ieiica}w,p'fc I 4 S IJapH- 
rjuJ.AOi;a vabu,& (no itpaft SAttBHOTO »a Hapo/in. Ci/>pa*ute) h &n riiM'h 



].— Myanma . - . 

& — yseKitiKn a jmeaimo 

4,— V .,;;<. mnrf; Ha AeSCSS 

!10*a KBH«iiT])HTH 

Ik— rvcnoKI faiutiiirrfi xnnHnipn . . . . 
7. — IV;i u Hapoxnart np^cTaBiiTcaa - . 

s - Dwram (omwctbo 

*» .-- I Smbuahtb ki€tobo na «rqaPwiTa. 

EB kosiiuccuu a laieTCTBa on. Bpo- 
HHOWN ........ 

II. PttMW *4h«;«P" rb . , , , 
-r.-Jta HHaoItHHUHrfe . , 

:.; Hj>...|.H-oi>ur!; u Y-iiiTeairrb 
!•!.-■ I' ■■ J"jU CTJfleHTwrfc a» attUUTQ tB 
-'WTc RpptWTW . - - 



10. — Ha ; Ten* 

17- JIp/SMTBVTV .Jlrtirui- 

18. — CakMurju Bwlfll 
19.— 3«wtaioeaoTu ipjrsecruo 
--'0. Huxantpcaato apjjwktbo 
21.— JlpjWCTWTO .Kim** 
t£, - Jlppwcntm ,rujuun/ 
IbJ*«tTWT«> ,H«rk B . 
24. — XlpMffJUTl MApfll . 
SHL— IftlOWTO dtaivr* IpjXpfiTM 

26.— HiuMjicju>r , n 

27'-- , ! (ijbj*. n 

28.— Iliarwrt" RUBUS*. ipyawmo 

20. I! „ . - 
30.— iMfrrt 

3l.~ VpaamaiiHTt 



8a iicinuiieiweTo Ha toh ge$f> e in.juutfwHa rpoautTa Ha e^Ha 

y'iai'Tii\mnui 8% r&paieCTBOTO, ,vi e%&UQAOBaTli T03H ]uvV*'» 88 #t 06. 

AaA0 sa upasAHRKa E^ofiasoa^m rbpBKecrfiooH0OTi>. 



Okwwj^mu iS35 wtfttwi. 
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OdfiBAeHue Ha KOMUcunma 3a pega Ha npou,ecuRma 
3a mbpmecmBeHomo omnpuBane na naMemnuna 

Ha BacuA AeBcnu Ha 22 onmoMBpu 1895 a. 

Statement of the Committee about the procession 

order for the solemn inauguration of the monument 

to Vasil Levsky on 22st October 1895. 





nPM3HATEAHA COOMJI 

GRATEFUL SOFIA 



BHDcm-naMemHUH 

Ha BacuA AeBcnu 

6 BopucoBama zpaguna, 

cnyAnmop BAaguMup ruHoBcuu. 

Bust of Vasil Levsky 

in Boris' garden by the 

sculptorVladimir Ginovsky. 




BapeAecp Ha BacuA AeBcnu 

Ha tlow,eHcnama naAama 

Ha ua. „J]hkoh lAanamuu". 

Bas-relief of Vasil Levsky on the Post 

Palace on Deacon Ignatiy Street. 



BuAeBapg 

,BacuA AeBcnu". 

Vasil Levsky 

Boulevard. 




m.n. „BacuA AeBcnu". 
Vasil Levsky ward. 





Hai^uoHaAeH 

cmaguoH 

„BacuA AeBcnu". 

The National Stadium 

„Vasil Levsky". 



llaMemHUH Ha BacuA AeBcnu 
6 Hau,uoHaAHama cnopmHa 
anageufUH, cnyAnmop 
A*ve3ap RacnaAoB. 
Monument to Vasil Levsky in 
the National Sports Academy 
by the sculptor 
Luchezar Daskalov. 
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84-o ochoBho uvuAUUje „BacuA AeBcnu" 

B ceAo repMaH. 

84th Primary Scholl „Vasil Levsky" in German village. 



HumaAume „BacuA AeBcnu" 
6 ceAo BouHmoBnu. 

Library club „Vasil Levsky" 
in Voiniagovtzi village. 





HumaAume „BacuA AeBcnu" 

Ha 6yA. „BomeBapagcno utoce" N° 50. 

Library club „Vasil Levsky" on 

Botevgrad road, 50. 




HumaAuuje „BacuA AeBcuu" 
6 nBapmaA l~opu6ARHe u cnyAnmypama 

Ha Xpucmo TaHeB. 
Library club „Vasil Levsky" in Gorubliane 
ward and the sculpture by Hristo Tanev. 




80-o ochoBho canamopuaAHO u^uAuu\e 

„BacuA AeBcnu" B apag EaHnn. 

80th Sanatorium School „Vasil Levsky" in the town 

of Bankia. 



157-0 uvuAUuj,e „BacuA AeBcnu" 

6 ceAo HeAonenaHe. 

157th School „Vasil Levsky" in Chelopechane village. 




156-0 ymiAume „BacuA AeBcuu" B ceAO KpeMuno8u,u. 
156th School „Vasil Levsky" in Kremikovtzi village. 



1 70-o yvuAume „BacuA AeBcnu" 6 h6. KypuAO. 
170th School „Vasil Levsky" in Kurilo ward. 




50-o ocho6ho 
yvuAULne 
„BacuA AeBcnu" 
6 k6. J2paaaAe6uu. 
50th primary school 
„Vasil Levsky" in 
Dragalevtzi ward. 





1 75-o yvuAume „B. AeBcnu" B ceAO MpaMop. 
1 75th Scholl „Vasil Levsky" in Mramor village. 



87-o ochoBho ynuAume 

,BacuA AeBcuu" 6 ceAO >KeAn6a. 

87th School „Vasil Levsky" in 

Zheliava village. 



1 79-o ochoBho yvuAume „BacuA 
AeBcnu" B ceAO Ro6pocAa6uu 
u naMemHUKbm B capagama. 
179th school „Vasil Levsky" 
in Dobroslavtzi village and the mon- 
ument in the building. 
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8-o ymiAume „B. AeBcnu" 6 >h.h. MAagocm. 
8th School „Vasil Levsky" in Mladost ward. 



59-o ynuAume „B. AeBcuu" 6 h8. „MaAauje6nu". 
59th School „Vasil Levsky" in Malashevtzi ward. 



llaMemHUK 

Ha BacuA AeBcnu 

na cmaguoH „repeHa". 

The monument to Vasil 

Levsky at Gerena 

Stadium. 




124-o y^UAUu^e „BacuA AeBcKu" 

6 nSapmaA „llogynHe" u naMemHUKbm maM. 

124th school „Vasil Levsky" in Poduene. 
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... ga 6i>ge/vt pa6HU c gpyaume eGponeucKu napogu, 3a6ucu om Hauiume 
co6cm6eHU 3agpy>KHu ycuAUfl" 

79 <pe6pyapu 1872 a. BacuA AedcKU go HoBonpuemume HAeHo6e Ha B-bmpeuiHama 
peBoAHDnuoHHa opaaHU3au l UR 



„... to be equal in rights with the other European peoples depends on our 
own joint efforts". 

19th February 1872. Vasil Levsky to the newly admitted members of the Internal Revolutionary 
Organization 





